
09/673505 



SPECIFICATION 
DATA COMPRESSING DEVICE AND METHOD, DATA 
EXP ANDING DEVICE AND METHOD, DATA 

COMPRESSING/EXPANDING SYSTEM AND METHOD, CODE 
BOOK MAKING METHOD, AND VECTOR QUANTIZING DEVICE 



AND METHOD 



Technical Field 

The present invention relates to a data 
compressing device and method, a data expanding 
device and method, a data compressing/expanding 
system and method, a code book making method, and a 
vector quantizing device and method, and also a 
recording medium which stores a program for executing 
these processing operations. 



Background Art 

Various. ..data compressing me t hio&ts have been, 
conventionally proposed. Of these methods, a method 
called "vector quantization" is well known as a data 
compression algorithm capable of very easily 
expanding compressed data. This algorithm is known 
in the field of signal processing for a long time and 
particularly applied to data compression of an image 
signal or a voice signal, or pattern recognition. 

In this vector quantization, some pixel patterns 
(also called template vectors or code vectors) each 
having a certain size (e.g., a block of 4X4 pixels) 



are prepared and assigned unique numbers (this set is 
called a code book) . For example, blocks having the 
same size (e.g., 4X4 pixels) are sequentially 
extracted from two-dimensional image data, and a 
pattern most similar to each block is extracted from 
the code book, and the pattern number is assigned to 
the block, thereby compressing the data. In vector 
quantization, a data string in one block corresponds 

to one vector. 

On the receiving side or expanding side of such 
coded compressed data, the original image can be- 

* 

reconstructed only by extracting a pattern 
corresponding to a code number from the code book in 
units of blocks. Hence, when the expanding side has 
received or holds in advance the code book, the 
original image can be reconstructed by very simple 
hardware because no special calculation is necessary. 

Subjects of the above -described vector 
quantization are, for example, in data compression of 
an image or voice signal, how to obtain a 
high-quality reconstructed image or reconstructed 
voice while holding a high compression ratio, and how 
to make a code book with high performance, which is 
always required for execution of vector quantization. 

Conventionally, to realize a high compression 
ratio, examinations have been made/ e.g., to increase 
the size of a block to be extracted from image data 
or decrease the number of blocks constructing a code 
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book. In addition, to optimize the code book, some 
methods are used, represented by the Kohonen 
self-organizing map method. 

However, for example, when a high compression 
ratio should be realized in compressing image data 
using vector quantization, the quality of 
reconstructed image inevitably degrades. Conversely, 
when the quality of reconstructed image should be 
increased, processing other than vector quantization 
is required, and consequently, the compression ratio 

does not increase. 

The vector quantizing technique used for image 
data compression is designed to execute vector 
quantization for a still image. Compression of a 
moving picture is realized by executing vector 
quantization for each frame and additionally 
combining a techniques other than vector quantization. 
Hence, for a moving picture, the compression ratio is 
not high, and the image quality is not high, either. 

The code book optimizing technique such as the 
Kohonen self -organizing map method optimizes a code 
book by performing appropriate equation processing, 
using, e.g., a sample image. Hence, a resultant code 
book is useful for only data used for optimization. 

More specifically, a code book optimized using 
image data of a person's face is the best code book 
for the image used for optimization. However, the 
code book is not always the best for other images. 
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For example, when the code book is used for data 
compression of image data of another person's face, 
the quality of the image reconstructed from the 
compressed data is poor. 

In addition, although a relatively high quality 
is obtained for a reconstructed image included in the 
same category "human face" as the image used for 
optimization, the image quality often degrades for an 
image in a different category such as "landscape" or 
"character". That is, since the pattern of the code 
book changes depending on the image, the code book is 
not so versatile. 

In addition, the vector quantizing technique 
using a code book requires a large amount of 
calculation for processing of searching a code book 
for the code vector of a pattern most similar to an 
input vector or processing of extracting a code 
vector corresponding to a compression code from a 
code book and displaying the code vector, resulting 
in time-consuming processing. 

The present invention has been made to solve the 
above problems, and aims to realize data compression 
at a high compression ratio in executing data 
compression of, e.g., an image or voice signal by 
vector quantization and also reconstruct high-quality 
data on the basis of the compressed data obtained by 
that data compression. 

It is another object of the present invention to 
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realize a versatile code book which has high 
performance and is compatible to various kinds of 
image s . 

It is still another object of the present 
invention to improve the processing speed of 
compression using vector quantization and that of 
image rearrangement by expansion. 

As described above, in -a vector quantizing device, 
search processing of finding data similar to the 
input vector data of an original image from the 
template vector group in a code book must be 
performed. As a means for determining whether two 
vector data are similar to each other, a means has 
been used in which two vector data are input to a 
predetermined function and calculated, the degree of 
similarity therebetween is expressed as a numerical 
value, and determination is done on the basis of the 
magnitude of this numerical value. 

The numerical value representing the degree of 
similarity between two units of vector data is called 
"similarity". A representative example of the 
function for obtaining the. similarity is a function 
for obtaining the Manhattan distance or Euclidean 
distance between two input vector data. An arbitrary 
function can be used in accordance with the purpose. 

The Manhattan distance is obtained by calculating 
the absolute difference value between two units of 
input vector data for each element of vector data and 
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adding all absolute difference values calculated for 
each element. The Euclidean distance is obtained by 
calculating the square-sum of such absolute 

difference values. 

However, in the conventional vector quantizing 
device, in finding data similar to input vector data 
from the template vector data group, the similarity 
to input vector data must be calculated for all 
template vector data in order to find the most 
similar vector data. Hence, when the number^ of units 
of template vector data is enormous, the amount of 
calculation for determining whether each unit of data 
is similar to the input vector data is enormous 
accordingly . 

The present invention has also been made to solve 
this problem, and aims to decrease the amount of 
calculation for expressing the degree of similarity 
between template vector data and input vector data in 
executing vector quantization so as to realize 
high-speed vector quantization processing with low 
power consumption. 



Summary of the Invention 

According to the first invention, there is 
provided a data compressing device which segments a 
data string including at least one unit of data into 
blocks forming vectors, searches a code book prepared 
in advance for a code vector similar to a vector 
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extracted from a compression target, and outputs a 
code corresponding to the code vector, characterized 
in that the block forming the vector is a line block 
in which data positions are one-dimens ionally arrayed 

According to the first invention, the block 
forming the vector used for vector quantization is a 
line block in which data positions are 
one-dimens ionally arrayed. For this reason, when, 
e.g., image data is used as a compression target, the 
data construction in the line block can match the 
scanning direction of the reconstructing device, -and 
the address conversion operation in 

expans ion/ rear rangement , which is necessary for a 
conventional macroblock, can be avoided. Hence, the 
time required to display the reconstructed image can 
be greatly shortened. 

According to the second invention, there is 
provided a data compressing device which segments a 
data string including at least one unit of data into 
blocks forming vectors, searches a code book prepared 
in advance for a code vector similar to a vector 
extracted from a compression target, and outputs a 
code corresponding to the code vector, characterized 
by comprising block shift means for extracting the 
block forming the vector of the compression target 
from the compression target while shifting a spatial 
position in a horizontal direction at least between 
blocks close to each other in a vertical direction. 
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According to the third invention, there is 
provided a data expanding device which uses a data 

* 

string including at least one unit of data as a 
vector, searches a code book having at least one code 
vector for a code vector corresponding to a 
compression code, and allocates the code vector to a 
corresponding block position to reconstruct original 
data, characterized by comprising block shift means 
for allocating the block constructing the code vector 
searched from the code book while shifting a spatial 
position in a horizontal direction at least between 
blocks close to each other in a vertical direction. 

According to the second and third inventions, in 
compression, the block forming the vector used for 
vector quantization is extracted from the compression 
target while shifting its spatial direction vin the 
horizontal direction at least between blocks close to 
each other in the vertical direction, or in expansion, 
the block constructing the code vector searched from 
the code book is allocated while shifting its spatial 
position in the horizontal direction at least between 
blocks close to each other in the vertical direction. 
For this reason, when, e.g., image data is used as a 
compression target, the continuity at the block 
boundaries on the reconstructed image can be broken 
to make the block boundaries (quantization errors) 
unnoticeable. Hence, a high-quality reconstructed 
image can be obtained while keeping the compression 
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ratio. 



According to the fourth invention, there is 
provided a data compressing device which segments a 
data string including at least one unit of data into 
blocks forming vectors, searches a code book prepared 
in advance for a code vector similar to a vector 
extracted from a compression target, and outputs a 
code corresponding to the code vector, characterized 
by comprising first vector quantizing means for, for 
data at each time in the compression target which 
changes along a time axis, extracting blocks from the 

* 

data, searching a first code book for a code vector 
similar to the vector, and outputting a code string 
corresponding to the code vector at each time, and 
second vector quantizing means for rearranging code 
strings output by the first vector quantizing means 
at respective times to generate new vectors, and for 
each of the new vectors, searching a second code book 
for a code vector similar to the vector, and 
outputting a code string corresponding to the code 



According to the fifth invention, there is 
provided a data compressing device which segments a 
data string including at least one unit of data into 
blocks forming vectors, searches a code book prepared 
in advance for a code vector similar to a vector 
extracted from a compression target, and outputs a 
code corresponding to the code vector, characterized 



vector . 
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by comprising first vector quantizing means for, for 
data at each time in the compression target which 
changes along a time axis, extracting blocks from the 
data, searching a first code book for a code vector 
similar to the vector, and outputting a code string 
corresponding to the code vector at each time, and 
second vector quantizing means for defining, as a 
reference code string, a code string of data at a 
certain time in the code strings output from the 
first vector quantizing means at respective times, 
rearranging difference results each calculated for 
codes at a corresponding address between the 
reference code string and a code string of data at 
another time so as to generate new vectors, and for 
each of the new vectors, searching a second code book 
for a code vector similar to' the vector, and 
outputting a code string corresponding to the code 
vector , 

According to the sixth invention, there is 
provided a data compressing device which segments a 
data string including at least one unit of data into 
blocks forming vectors, searches a code book prepared 
in advance for a code vector similar to a vector 
extracted from a compression target, and outputs a 
code corresponding to the code vector, characterized 
by comprising first vector quantizing means for, for 
data at each time in the compression target which 
changes along a time axis, extracting blocks from the 
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data, searching a first code book for a code vector 
similar to the vector, and outputting a code string 
corresponding to the code vector at each time, and 
second vector quantizing means for rearranging 
difference results each calculated for codes at a 
corresponding address in the code strings output from 
the first vector quantizing means at respective times 
between units of data adjacent in a time-axis 
direction so as to generate new vectors, and for each 
^ of the new vectors, searching a second code book for 

l -M a code vector similar to the vector, and outputting a 

"SI code string corresponding to the code vector. 

Ul According to the fourth to sixth inventions, in 

i-.—.Ji 

UJ vector quantization of the compression target which 

M changes along the time axis, not only space direction 

ml vector quantization for one data string in the same 
q time but also time-axis direction vector quantization 

between data strings along the time axis is executed. 
For this reason, data compression can be done not 
only in each frame of a moving picture but also 
between the frames. Hence, a moving picture can be 
compressed at a high compression ratio while 
maintaining the high quality of the reconstructed 
image . 

According to the seventh invention, the data 
compressing device is characterized by further 
comprising time-axis shift means for, in generating 
the new vectors, arranging elements in the new vector 
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while shifting the elements in the time-axis 
direction at least between vectors close to each 
other . 

In addition, the expanding side where processing 
opposite to that of the data compressing device of 
the fourth to sixth inventions is executed is 
characterized by comprising time-axis shift means for 
in generating the new vectors, arranging at least 
elements close to each other in the new vector while 
shifting the elements in the time-axis direction. 

According to the seventh invention, in generating 
the new vectors for vector quantization in the 
time-axis direction in compression, the elements in 
the new vector are arranged while shifting the 
elements in the time-axis direction at least between 
vectors close to each other, or in expansion, in 
generating the new vectors for processing opposite to 
that of compression, at least elements close to each , 
other in the new vector are arranged while shifting 
the elements in the time-axis direction. For this 
reason, when, e.g., a moving picture is used as a 
compression target, the quantization errors which 
become perceivable as the image at each time is 
reconstructed in expansion can be made unnot iceable . 
Hence, a high-quality reconstructed image can be 
obtained while keeping the high compression ratio of 

the moving picture. 

According to the eighth invention, there is 
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provided a data compressing device which segments a 
data string including at least one unit of data into 
blocks forming vectors, searches a code book prepared 
in advance for a code vector similar to a . vector 
extracted from a compression target, and outputs a 
code corresponding to the code vector, characterized 
by comprising separation means for extracting at 
least one feature amount from the compression target 
and separating feature amount data from basic pattern 
data obtained by excluding the feature amount from 
the compression target, wherein vector quantization 
is independently executed for each of the separated 
feature amount data and basic pattern data. 

According to the eighth invention, at least one 
feature amount is extracted from the compression 
target, feature amount data is separated from the 
remaining basic pattern data, and vector quantization 
is independently executed for each of the separated 
feature amount data and basic pattern data. In this 
case, as compared to a code book for the compression 
target itself which includes various characteristic 
features, the code book used for vector quantization 
of each data can be simplified, and the number of 
necessary patterns can be reduced- This makes it 
possible to easily search patterns having large 
similarity by vector quantization and narrow down 
them to more appropriate patterns, and accurate 
vector quantization can be executed. Hence, when, 
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e.g., image data is used as a compression target, a 
high-quality reconstructed image can be obtained 
while keeping a high compression ratio. 

According to the ninth invention, there is 
provided a data compressing device which segments a 
data string including at least one unit of data into 
blocks forming vectors, searches a code book prepared 
in advance for a code vector similar to a vector 
extracted from a compression target, and outputs a 
code corresponding to the code vector, characterized 
by comprising vector quantizing means for, for data 
at each time in the compression target which changes 
along a time axis, extracting blocks from the data, 
searching the code book for a code vector similar to 
each of the vectors, and outputting a code string 
corresponding to the code vectors at each time, and 
output control means for, for the code string output 
from the vector quantizing means at each time, 
obtaining correlation between codes at a 
corresponding address between units of data adjacent 
in the time-axis direction and outputting the code 
only for an address where the correlation is smaller 
than a predetermined value. 

According to another aspect of the ninth 
invention, the data compressing device is 
characterized by comprising output control means for, 
for feature amount of each code vector searched by 
the vector quantizing means at each time, obtaining 
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correlation between feature amounts at a 
corresponding address between units of data adjacent 
in the time-axis direction and outputting the code 
only for an address where the correlation is smaller 
than a predetermined value. 

According to the ninth invention, vector 
quantization is executed for data at each time of the 
compression target which changes along the time axis, 
and for a code string obtained at each time or the 
feature amount of a code vector corresponding to the 
code string, only the code of a portion having small 
correlation in the time-axis direction is output. 
When, e.g., a moving picture is used as a compression 
target, only data whose data value largely changes 
between frames can be transferred, and transfer of 
data having a small change can be inhibited. Hence, 
in addition to space direction vector quantization 
result in each frame, the data can also be compressed 
between the frames, so a moving picture can be 
compressed/transferred at a high compression ratio. 

According to the 10th invention, there is 
provided a data compressing device which segments a 
data string including at least one unit of data into 
blocks forming vectors, searches a code book prepared 
in advance for a code vector similar to a vector 
extracted from a color image as a compression target, 
and outputs a code corresponding to the code vector, 
characterized by comprising a code book for luminance 
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signals and a code book for chrominance signals, the 
code book: for luminance signals being assigned a 
larger number of code vectors than the code book for 
chrominance signals . 

According to the 10th invention, in vector 
quantization of a color image, the code book for 
luminance signals is assigned a larger number of code 
vectors than the code book for chrominance signals. 
For this reason, for a luminance signal which is more 
important for the image quality, a code vector having 
larger similarity can be obtained by vector 
quantization- Hence, when the total code length is 
kept unchanged, the quality of the reconstructed 
image can be improved while maintaining the 
comp r e s sion ratio. 

According to the 11th invention, there is 
provided a code book making method of making a code 
book which is formed from a set of vectors as data 
strings each including at least one unit of data and 
is to be used for vector quantization, in which 
vector quantization processing is repeatedly executed 
using certain sample data and an initial code book, 
and contents in a range designated on a virtual 
two-dimensional plane of the code book are updated in 
accordance with a predetermined update coefficient 
for every processing step so as to optimize the code 
book, characterized in that a code book of patterns 
each having a data value continuously changing from a 
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minimum value to a maximum value of possible values 
is used as the initial code- book,. 

This method is also characterized in that the 
range to be updated by one processing step is 
one-dimensionally applied on the virtual 
two-dimensional plane and the range is reduced as the 
number of times of update increases. 

This method is also characterized in that an 
initial value of the update coefficient to one value 
is set within a range of 0.3 to 1 and the value of 
the update coefficient is reduced as the number of 
times of update increases. 

According to the 11th invention, in making a code 
book, a code book of patterns each having a data 
value continuously changing from a minimum value to a 
maximum value of possible values is used as the 
initial code book, the range to be updated by one 
processing is one-dimensionally applied on the 
virtual two-dimensional plane, the range is reduced 
as the number of times of update increases, the 
initial value of the update coefficient is set to one 
value within the range of 0.3 to 1, and the value of 
the update coefficient is decremented as the number 
of times of update increases. For this reason, the 
code book can be more efficiently optimized, and an 
accurate code book can be obtained. When the code 
book made in this way is used for, e.g., an image 
data compressing/expanding system, the quality of the 
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reconstructed image can be improved. 

According to the 12th invention, there is 
provided a code book making method of making a code 
book which is formed from a set of vectors as data 
strings each including at least one unit of data and 
is to be used for vector quantization, in which 
vector quantization processing is repeatedly executed 
using sample data and an initial code book, and 
contents in a range designated on a virtual 
two-dimensional plane of the code book are updated in 
accordance with a predetermined update coefficient 
for every processing step so as to optimize the code 
book, characterized in that the code book for units 
of sample data is independently optimized and code 
books obtained are synthesized to make a new code 
book . 

According to the 12th invention, in making a code 
book, the code book is independently optimized for 
units of sample data, and code books obtained are 
synthesized to make a new code book. For this reason, 
a code book having versatility to various images can 
be made. Hence, a versatile code book can be 
obtained without increasing the size of the device 
for storing the code book. 

The 13th invention is characterized by comprising 
feature amount storage means for storing a feature 
amount obtained in advance for each code vector in 
the code book, feature amount calculating means for 
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obtaining a feature amount of the vector extracted 
from the compression target, and calculation omitting 
means for determining whether calculation for 
obtaining similarity between each of the code vectors 
and the compression target vector is to be omitted on 
the basis of the feature amount of each code vector, 
which is stored in the feature amount storage means, 
and the feature amount of the compression target 
vector . 

According to the 13th invention, the feature 
amount of the vector extracted from the compression 
target and that of each code vector in the code book 
are compared, and it is determined on the basis of 
the comparison result whether calculation for 
obtaining similarity between each of the code vectors 
and the compression target vector is to be omitted. 
For this reason, by calculating the feature amount 
for which the calculation amount is smaller than that 
of similarity calculation, the similarity calculation 
can be appropriately omitted. In performing 
operation of searching a code vector similar to the 
compression target vector, the amount of calculation 
necessary for the search can be reduced, and vector 
quantization calculation can be executed at a high 
speed as a whole. 

According to the 14th invention, there is 
provided a data comp re s s ing / expanding system 
comprising a code book server for holding at least 
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one code book, a data compressing system, and a data 
expanding system, characterized in that the code book 
server supplies one of the held code books in 
accordance with a request from the data compressing 
system or the data expanding system. 

According to the 14th invention, the code book 
which is always necessary in compression/expansion 
using vector quantization is prepared independently 
of the data compressing/expanding system. For this 
reason, the data compressing/expanding system need 
not hold the code book and need only transfer only 
actual data, so data can be transferred using a 
smaller-capacity medium. Hence, a very simple data 
transfer system can be implemented. 

The 15th invention is characterized in that, in 
the ninth invention, the output control means outputs 
the code string output from the vector quantizing 
means for some or all addresses independently of 
whether the correlation is smaller than the 
predetermined value at a certain time. 

According to the 15th invention, in association 
with the ninth invention, the code string output from 
the vector quantizing means for some or all addresses 
independently of whether the correlation is smaller 
than the predetermined value is output at a certain 
time. Hence, even when the correlation is smaller 
than the predetermined value, and the data in the 
previous frame is directly and continuously used, 
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this state can be broken by transmission of updated 
data, and degradation in image quality along with the 
elapse of time can be suppressed. 

A vector quantizing device of the present 
invention is a vector quantizing device which has 
search means for searching template vector data 
similar to input vector data from units of template 
vector data stored and outputting a code of the 
searched template vector data, characterized by 
comprising search target selection means for, in 
executing the search, comparing a feature amount .of 
the input vector data with a feature amount of the 
template vector data and selecting template vector 
data as a search target on the basis of a comparison 
result . 

In the present invention, a vector quantizing 
device means a device having search means for 
searching template vector data most similar to input 
vector data or similar to a degree that poses no 
practical problem from a stored template vector data 
group and outputting, as a code, the value or address 
of the searched template vector data, or an index 
number assigned to the template vector data. 

In the present invention, vector data means a 
vector as a set of pieces of information represented 
by numerical values. Template vector data means 
individual vector data which form a set of vector 
data prepared in advance. Each template vector data 
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may be assigned an index number or the like. This 
template vector data group may be generally called a 
code book. Input vector data means vector data input 
to the vector quantizing device. 

In the present invention, a feature amount means 
a scalar amount directly representing the 
characteristic of vector data. Examples of feature 
amounts are the sum or average value of elements. of 
vector data, or variance of elements of vector data. 
However, the present invention is not limited to 
these examples. 

Another aspect of the present invention is 
characterized in that the search target selection 
means selects the template vector data as the search 
target using feature amounts of different types. 

All elements of the vector data may be divided 
into parts, and the template vector data as the 
search target may be selected using a feature amount 
of each divided element. 

Still another aspect of the present invention is 
characterized in that the search means comprises two 
or more similarity calculating means for parallelly 
reading units of template vector data selected by the 
search target selection means as the search targets 
and parallelly searching for template vector data 
similar to the input vector data, and template 
specifying means for specifying template vector data 
most similar to the input vector data on the basis of 
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calculation results from the two or more similarity 
calculating means and outputting a corresponding code 

According to the present invention, there is also 
provided a vector quantizing method in which template 
vector data similar to input vector data is searched 
from units of template vector data stored, and a code 
of the searched template vector data is output, 
characterized in that, in executing the search, a 
feature amount of the input vector data is compared 
with a feature amount of the template vector data and 
template vector data is selected as a search target 
on the basis of a comparison result. 

A computer-readable recording medium of the 
present invention is characterized in that the 
recording medium records a program for causing a 
computer to function as the means of any one of 
claims 8 1 to 8 4. 

The recording medium may record a program for 
causing a computer to realize the function of any one 
of claims 91 to 95. 

The recording medium may record a program for 
causing a computer to execute a processing procedure 
of the vector quantizing method of any one of claims 
98 to 102. 

According to the present invention, since the 
feature amount of input vector data and that of 
template vector data are compared, and template 
vector data as a search target is selected on the 
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basis of the comparison result, the range of search 
targets can be limited to a narrow range, and the 
amount of calculation for obtaining the similarity 
between the input vector data and template vector 
data can be reduced. Hence, vector quantization 
calculation can be executed at a high speed as a 
whole . 

According to another characteristic feature of 
the present invention, since template vector data as 
a search target is selected using feature amounts of 
different types, the range of search targets can • be 
limited to a narrower range, and vector quantization 
calculation can be executed at a higher speed. 

According to still another characteristic feature 
of the present invention, since a mechanism for 
parallelly processing units of template vector data 
as search targets is employed, vector quantization 
calculation can be executed at a higher speed. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing the 

construction of a data compressing device according 

to the first embodiment; 

Fig. 2 is a block diagram showing the 

construction of a data expanding device according to 

the first embodiment; 

Fig. 3 is a flow chart showing the operation of 

the data compressing device according to the first 
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embodiment; 

Fig. 4 is a flow chart showing the operation of 
the data expanding device according to the first 
embodiment ; 

Fig. 5 shows illustrations for explaining a 
feature of the first embodiment using a line block as 
vector data, in which Fig. 5(a) is an illustration 
showing a conventional macroblock scheme, and 
Fig. 5(b) is an illustration showing a line block 
scheme of this embodiment; 

Fig. 6 is an illustration for explaining the 
feature of the first embodiment in which the line 
block pasting position is shifted; 

Fig. 7 is an illustration showing a time required 
for compression/expansion processing of one image 
having 640 X 480 pixels; 

Fig. 8 is an illustration for explaining the flow 
of data in an entire vector quantizing system; 

Fig. 9 is a block diagram showing the 
construction of a data compressing device according 
to the second to fourth embodiments; 

Fig. 10 is a block diagram showing the 
construction of a data expanding device according to 
the second to fourth embodiments; ~' 

Fig. 11 is a data flow chart showing the flow of 
data in compression according to the second 
embodiment ; 

Fig. 12 is a data flow chart showing the flow of 
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data in compression according to the third 
embodiment ; 

Fig. 13 is a data flow chart showing the flow of 
data in compression according to the fourth 
embodiment ; 

Fig. 14 is a block diagram for explaining the 
fifth embodiment; 

Fig. 15 is a block diagram showing the 
construction of a data compressing device according 
to the seventh embodiment; 

Fig. 16 is a data flow chart showing the flow of 
data in compression according to the seventh 

embodiment ; 

Fig. 17 is a block diagram showing the 
construction of a data compressing device according 
to the eighth embodiment; 

Fig. 18 is a block diagram showing a construction 
which implements the data compressing device 
according to the eighth embodiment by software; 

Fig. 19 is a flow chart showing the operation of 
the data compressing device according to the eighth 

embodiment ; 

Fig. 20 is a block diagram showing the 
construction of a data compressing device according 
to the ninth embodiment; 

Fig. 21 is an illustration for explaining a code 
book making method according to the 10th embodiment; 

Fig. 22 shows illustrations of the 10th 
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embodiment so as to explain the difference in PSNR 
characteristic when an initial code book is given in 
various ways, in which Fig. 22(a) is an illustration 
showing a pattern which continuously changes the 
luminance value from the minimum value to the maximum 
value of possible values, Fig. 22(b) is an 
illustration showing a pattern which changes the 
luminance value at random, and Fig. 22(c) is an 
illustration showing a pattern having a predetermined 
luminance value of 128 (intermediate value) ;_ 

Fig. 23 shows illustrations of the 10th 
embodiment so as to explain the difference in PSNR 
characteristic when a rewrite pattern is changed in 
various ways, in which Fig. 23(a) is an illustration 
showing a method of one-dimensionally applying the 
rewrite range in one learning cycle on a map and 
reducing the rewrite range as the number of times of 
update increases, and Fig. 23(b) is an illustration 
showing a method of t wo-dimen s iona 1 1 y applying the 
rewrite range and reducing the rewrite range as the 
number of times of update increases; 

Fig. 24 is a graph showing the 10th embodiment so 
as to explain the difference in PSNR characteristic 
when the manner the gain is given is changed in 

various ways; 

Fig. 25 is a graph showing the'lOth embodiment to 

explain the difference in PSNR characteristic when 
the initial value of gain is given tn various ways; 
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Fig. 26 is an illustration for explaining the 
11th embodiment, which shows a method of combining 
the characteristic features of three code books A, B 
and C into one code book A + B + C; 

Fig. 27 is a graph showing the PSNR 
characteristic so as to explain the 11th embodiment; 

Fig. 28 is a block diagram showing the 
construction of a data compressing device according 
to the 12th embodiment; 

Fig. 29 is a flow chart showing the operation o: 
the data compressing device according to the 12th 
embodiment ; 

Fig. 30 is an illustration for explaining the 
13th embodiment; 

Fig. 31 is a graph for explaining the 13th 

embodiment ; 

Fig. 32 is an illustration for explaining the 
14th embodiment; 

Fig. 33 is an illustration for explaining the 

14th embodiment; 

Fig. 34 is an illustration for explaining the 

14th embodiment; 

Fig. 35 shows illustrations for explaining the 
14th embodiment, in which (a) is an illustration 
showing an image block 131, and the size comparison 
pattern between pixels at the four corners of the 
image block; 

Fig. 36 is an illustration for explaining the 
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14th embodiment; 

Fig. 37 is a block diagram showing the 
construction of a data compressing device according 
to the 14th embodiment; 

: Fig. 38 is a block diagram showing the 
construction of a data compressing/expanding system 
according to the 15th embodiment; 

Fig. 39 is a data flow chart for explaining a 
space direction code number reconstruction method 
according to the 16th embodiment; 

Fig. 40 is a data flow chart showing the flow of 
data in compression when the space direction code 
number reconstruction manner according to the 16th 
embodiment is applied to the second embodiment; 

Fig. 41 is a block diagram showing the 
construction of a data compressing device according 
to the 16th embodiment; 

Fig. 42 is a block diagram showing the 
construction of a data expanding device according to 
the 16th embodiment; 

Fig. 43 is a data flow chart showing the flow of 
data in compression when the space direction code 
number reconstruction manner according to the 16th 
embodiment is applied to the third embodiment; 

Fig. 44 is a data flow chart showing the flow of 
data in compression when the space direction code 
number reconstruction manner according to the 16th 
embodiment is applied to the fourth embodiment ; 
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Fig. 45 is a block diagram showing the 
construction of a data compressing device when the 
space direction code number reconstruction manner of 
the 16th embodiment is applied to the seventh 
embodiment ; 

Fig. 46 is a table showing the relationships 
between compression ratios and space direction code 
number reconstruction methods; 

Fig. 47 is a block diagram showing the 
construction of a data compressing system according 
to the 17th embodiment; 

Fig. 48 shows illustrations for explaining the 
second method of data update processing according to 
the 18th embodiment, in which Fig. 48(a) is an 
illustration showing a frame at a certain time t, 
Fig. 48(b) is an illustration showing the frame at 
time (t + 1) , Fig. 48(c) is an illustration showing 
the frame at time (t + 2), and Fig. 48(d) is an 
illustration showing the frame at time (t + 4); 

Fig. 49 shows illustrations for explaining the 
third method of data update processing according to 
the 18th embodiment, in which Fig. 49(a) is an 
illustration showing a frame at a certain time t, 
Fig. 49(b) is an illustration showing the frame at 
time (t +1), Fig. 49(c) is an illustration showing 
the frame at time (t + 2), and Fig/ 49(d) is an 
illustration showing the frame at time (t + 4); 

Fig. 50 is a block diagram showing the 



- 30 - 

3/ 



construction of a vector quantizing device according 
to the 19th embodiment; 

Fig. 51 is an illustration showing the 
construction of a vector quantizing device according 
to the 23rd embodiment; 

Fig. 52 is an illustration showing the 
construction of a vector quantizing device according 
to the 24th embodiment; 

Fig. 53 is an illustration showing the 
construction of a similarity calculating/ storage unit 
shown in Fig. 52; and 

Fig. 54 is a flow chart showing the operation of 
the vector quantizing device according to the 24th 
embodiment . 



Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiments 
(First Embodiment) 

In the first embodiment, in executing vector 
quantization for a still image, vector quantization 
is executed for a block formed from one line having, 
e.g., 16 X 1 pixels, unlike the conventional method 
in which vector quantization is executed for a square 
block having, e.g., 4X4 pixels. Additionally, in 
executing vector quantization or reconstructing an 
image compressed by vector quantization, blocks are 
shifted in the horizontal direction of the image in 
units of lines. 

Figs. 1 and 2 are functional block diagrams 
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showing the constructions of a data compressing 
device and data expanding device according to the 
first embodiment, respectively. Figs. 3 and 4 are 
flow charts showing the operations of the data 
compressing device and data expanding device shown in 
Figs. 1 and 2, respectively. Figs. 5 and 6 are 
explanatory illustrations for explaining the 
operation on the expanding side according to this 
embodiment . 

Figs. 5 and 6 will be described first. Fig. 5 
explains a case wherein a line block along a scanning 
line on an image as a vector is used as vector data 
(line block scheme of this embodiment) in comparison 
with a. case wherein a conventional square block is 
used as vector data (macroblock scheme). Fig. 5(a) 
shows the conventional macroblock scheme, and 
Fig. 5(b) shows the line block scheme of this 
embodiment . 

As shown in Fig. 5(a), a code book memory stores, 
in the order of addresses, a number of code vectors 
each having 16 data strings which form a macroblock 
of, e.g., 4X4 pixels. To generate a reconstructed 
image using the code vector and display the image on 
a display, the address must be converted on the 
display memory such that the 16 data strings are 
displayed at correct positions of the 4X4 pixels. 

On the other hand, in the line block scheme of 
this embodiment, a block is extracted on one line 
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having 16 X 1 pixels and subjected to vector 
quantization. Since the data construction in this 
line block matches the scanning direction of the 
display, the address conversion operation which is 
necessary for a square macroblock can be eliminated. 
A code book for this case can also be easily obtained 
using the Kohonen sel f - o r gan i z ing map method. 

Fig. 7 is an illustration showing a result 
obtained by measuring a time required for each of 
compression, expansion, and display processing of one 
image formed from 6'4 0 X 480 pixels. .Referring to 
Fig. 7, the conventional macroblock scheme requires 
about 50 msec for vector quantization (VQ), about 160 
msec for decoding, and about 60 msec for display. 
Decoding requires such a long time because address 
conversion is necessary in extracting a code vector 
designated by a code number from the code book memory 
and converting it into a format displayable on the 
display. 

In such a case, a chip dedicated to address 
conversion is generally prepared to increase the 
processing speed. However, this embodiment proposes 
a method using the line block scheme described above 
as a means for more easily realizing high-speed 
processing . 

Fig. 7 also shows processing times in the line 
block scheme. Times required for vector quantization 
and display scanning are the same as in the 
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macroblock scheme although the decoding time can be 
largely shortened from 160 msec, as is apparent. 

In either of the macroblock scheme and line block 
scheme (especially in the line block scheme), when 
the pattern images of code vectors are sequentially 
pasted in order to display the reconstructed image, 
large discontinuous points between the two ends of 
patterns in each line of the reconstructed image 
inevitably become noticeable. To avoid this, in this 
embodiment, the positions where the patterns of code 
vectors are to be pasted are slightly shifted in* 
units of lines, as shown in Fig. 6 (this will be 
referred to as a slide block scheme hereinafter) . 

When the blocks of code vectors are shifted in 
the horizontal direction of the image and pasted at 
least between lines close to each other, the 
continuity of block boundaries breaks to make the 
block boundaries (quantization errors) unnot iceable . 
This can produce an almost satisfactory image, though 
the reconstructed image has fuzzy portions at two 
ends. The disturbance at two end portions can be 
easily removed by masking the image in display. 

In this embodiment, the processing of shifting 
blocks in the horizontal direction of the image 
between lines close to each other is performed not 
only in reconstructing the image after vector 
quantization, as described with reference to Fig. 6, 
but also in executing vector quantization. More 
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specifically, instead of sequentially extracting 
blocks in order from the upper left corner of an 
image, blocks are extracted while shifting them in 
the horizontal direction of the image, and then 
vector quantization is executed. 

The construction and operation of the 
above-described first embodiment will be described 
mainly on the basis of Figs. 1 to 4. Referring to 
Fig. 1, an image input section 1 inputs original 
image data as a compression target. The input image 
data is temporarily stored in an image memory 2 and 
the read out and output by address control or the 
like from a read section 3. 

A blocking section 4 segments the image data read 
out from the image memory 2 into line blocks each 
formed from, e.g., 16 X 1 pixels. At this time, the 
blocks are extracted while shifting them in the 
horizontal direction of the image at least between 
lines close to each other. Note that the direction 
and amount of shift can be arbitrarily set as long as 
the block positions are shifted between horizontal 
lines close to each other. In this case, the 
blocking section 4 is provided, though it is not 
always necessary when the read section 3 reads out 
the image data while shifting the line blocks, as 
described above. 

A code book storage section 5 stores, as code 
vectors, pixel patterns each having the same size 
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(block of 16 X 1 pixels) as the line block extracted 
from the original image. A vector quantizing section 

6 compares the data of a given line block extracted 
from the original image by the blocking section 4 
with each unit of the code vector data stored in the 
code book storage section 5 to find a pattern most 
similar to the block data of the original image from 
the code book, and outputs the code number of the . 
pattern. This operation is performed for all line 
blocks extracted from the original image. 

Referring to Fig. 2, a code number input section 

7 inputs a code number string corresponding to blocks 
specified on the compressing side. The input code 
number string is temporarily stored in a code memory 

8 and read out and output by address control or the 
like from a read section 9. A code book storage 
section 10 stores, as code vectors, pixel patterns of 
blocks each having, e.g., 16 X 1 pixels in advance. 
As this code book, the code book on the compressing 
side can be transmitted and stored, or an identical 
code book can be stored in advance. 

A reconstructed image generating section 11 
performs processing of reading out, on the basis of 
the code number string read out from the code memory 
8, the pattern images of code vectors corresponding 
to the code numbers from the code book storage 
section 10 and pasting the pattern images. A block 
shift section 12 performs processing of shifting the 
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blocks of the reconstructed image output from the 
reconstructed image generating section 11 in the 
horizontal direction of the image. At this time, the 
direction and amount of shift can be arbitrarily set 
as long as . the block positions are shifted at least 
between horizontal lines close to each other* The 
reconstructed image that has undergone such shift 
processing is temporarily stored in an image memory 
13, and then sent to a display unit (not shown) and 
displayed . 

* 

Referring to Fig. 3 which shows the operation on 
the compressing side shown in Fig. 1, initialization 
processing is performed first in step SI. In this 
case, processing of clearing a block counter (not 
shown in Fig. 1) for counting processed blocks, an 
image buffer (image memory 2 in Fig. 1), and a code 
buffer (not shown in Fig. 1) for storing the code 
number determined by vector quantization is performed 

The original image is input and stored in the 
image buffer in step S2. In step S3, blocks each 
having a size of x X y pixels (x and y are arbitrary 
values: x = 16 and y = 1 in the above example) are 
read out from the original image stored in the image 
buffer. In this read, the block positions are 
adjusted such that they are shifted at least between 
horizontal lines close to each other. 

In step S4, vector quantization processing is 
executed for the readout block data, a code vector 
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having the highest correlation ratio to the readout 
block data is searched from the code book stored in 
the code book storage section 5, and a code number 
(Winner code) corresponding to the code vector is 
determined- In step S5, the obtained code number is 
stored in the code buffer. The code number stored is 
externally output later. Note that the code buffer 
is not always necessary. 

The flow advances to step S6 to determine whether 
the above-described processing is ended for all 
blocks in the image. If NO in step S6, the value of 
the block counter is incremented by one in step S7, 
and the flow returns to step S3 to repeat the above 
processing. Thus, by determining and outputting code 
numbers for all blocks in the image, the original 
image is compressed. 

Referring to Fig. 4 which shows the operation on 
the expanding side shown in Fig. 2, initialization 
processing is performed first in step S8. In this 
case, processing of clearing a block counter (not 
shown in Fig. 2) for counting processed blocks, a 
reconstructed image buffer (image memory 13 in 
Fig. 2), and a code buffer (code memory 8 in Fig. 2) 
for storing an input code number is performed. 

In step S9, the code number string generated on 
the compressing side is input and stored in the code 
buffer. In step S10, decoding processing is 
performed on the basis of, of the stored code number 
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string, one code number represented by the current 
block counter. More specifically, a code vector 
(pattern image) corresponding to the code number is 
extracted from the code book stored in the code book 
storage section 10, and stored in the reconstructed 
image buffer. At this time, the extracted blocks 
each having x X y pixels are stored such that the 
block positions are shifted at least between 
horizontal lines close to each other. 

In this embodiment, the directions of block shift 
are opposite in step S3 on the compressing . side and 
step S10 on the expanding side. More specifically, 
when a certain block line is shifted to the right by 
i pixels in step S3, the block line is shifted to the 
left by i pixels in step S10. This eliminates the 
shift of each block line in the reconstructed image. 
For this reason, quantization error can be made 
unnoticeable, and additionally, the quality of 
reconstructed image can be further improved. 

Next, the flow advances to step Sll to determine 
whether the above-described processing is ended for 
all blocks in the image. If NO in step Sll, the 
value of the block counter is incremented by one in 
step S12, and the flow returns to step S10 to repeat 
the above processing. Thus, by extracting a pattern 
image from the code book and storing the pattern 
image in the reconstructed image buffer for all 
blocks in the image, the reconstructed image stored 
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in the reconstructed image buffer is supplied to the 
display and displayed. 

In the above example, the blocks are shifted on 
both the compressing side and the expanding side. 
However, the blocks may be shifted only on the 
compressing side or only on the expanding side. In 
this case, although the reconstructed image includes 
the shift of each block line, the quantization errors 
themselves can be made unno t iceable , so the quality 
of reconstructed image can be improved as compared to 
the related art. 

Data compression of a still image has been 
described. This can also be applied to data 
compression of a moving picture because vector 
quantization is executed for each frame of a moving 
picture . 

In this embodiment, a system for compressing a 
moving picture by vector quantization using a vector 
quantization PCI bus board 22 shown in Fig. 8 and 
reconstructing the moving picture from the 
compression result is implemented. This will be 
described below in detail. 

The vector quantization board 22 shown in Fig. 8 
has eight chips each capable of having, e.g., 256 
8-bit 16-dimensional (4X4 pixels) code vectors, so 
vector quantization can be executed using a total of 
2,048 code vectors. These chips are connected to a 
computer (not shown) through a PCI bus interface 
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formed from, e.g., an FPGA (Field Programmable Gate 
Array ) . 

In vector quantization, all code vectors of a 
code book that has been made in advance are 
transferred from a memory 21 to the chips of the 
vector quantization board 22. Next, moving picture . 
data stored in the memory 21 in advance are 
sequentially sent to the vector quantization board 22, 
and vector quantization is executed. A code number 
obtained as a result of vector quantization is 
temporarily stored in the memory 21. On the basis of 
the code number, a code vector corresponding to the 
code number is read out from the memory 21, and 
decoding is executed. Decoded reconstructed image 
data is sent to a display 23 of the computer and 
displayed as an image. 

In the above description, the number of code 
vectors of the code book is 2,048, and the number of 
data of a code vector is 16. These are merely 
examples and are not limited to the numerical values 
described above. The image size and the block size 
for vector quantization used in this system are also 
merely examples and are not limited to the numerical 
values described above. 

As described above, in the first embodiment, a 
line block having, e.g., 16 X 1 pixels is used as a 
block as a processing unit of vector quantization. 
Since the line block matches the scanning direction 
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of the display, address conversion processing in 
rearrangement becomes unnecessary, and the image 
rearrangement speed increases (a rearrangement speed 
becomes higher by about 3.5 times as compared to a 
case wherein vector quantization is executed using a 
macroblock having 4X4 pixels) . 

For example, when a moving picture whose frame 
has 640 X 480 pixels is compressed by the macroblock 
scheme, the frame rate is about 4 frames/sec. 
According to the line block scheme of this .embodiment, 
vector quantization operation at a frame rate of' 
about 14 frames/sec can be realized. 

The processing time of the display section can be 
shortened by improving the display program. In the 
current system, about 60% the time required for 
vector quantization processing is a time for address 
conversion required to transfer an input vector to 
the vector quantization board and time for the 
transfer, while the vector quantizing chips operate 
only for a short time. Hence, when the transfer bus 
width is increased to improve the processing ability 
of the CPU, the processing speed can be further 
shortened. When these improvements are executed, 
vector quantization operation at a rate of 30 frames 
per sec can be realized. 

In this embodiment, vector quantization is 
performed by extracting blocks while shifting them in 
the horizontal direction of an image, or an image is 
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reconstructed while shifting blocks. For this reason, 
vertical lines (quantization errors) along the block 
boundaries, which are noticeable at two ends of the 
image when the blocks are directly sequentially 
applied, are dispersed and become unnot iceable , 
resulting in an improved image quality. 

In the above embodiment, both the line block 
scheme and the slide block scheme are used. However, 
only one of them may be used. When only the line 
block is employed, at least the image rearrangement 
speed can be increased. When only the slide-block 
scheme is employed, at least the quantization error 
can be made unnot i ceab le . 

In the above embodiment, blocks are shifted in 
the space direction in one image. However, in data 
compression of a moving picture having frames, the 
elements in blocks may be shifted between frames in 
the time-axis direction. In this case as well, the 
quantization error in the reconstructed image can be 
made unnot iceable . 
(Second Embodiment ) 

In compressing a moving picture, it is difficult 
to obtain a high compression ratio only by executing 
vector quantization for each frame (still image) of 
the moving picture. In the second embodiment, vector 
quantization in a frame is executed for each still 
image of frames, and additionally, data having the 
same address in the still images of frames are 
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regarded as a vector, and data is compressed by 
applying vector quantization also between frames. 

Figs. 9 and 10 are functional block diagrams 
showing the construction of a data 

compressing/expanding system according to the second 
embodiment. Fig. 11 is a data flow chart showing the 
flow of data in compression according to the second 
embodiment. Fig. 9 shows the construction on the 
compressing side, and Fig. 10 shows the construction 
on the expanding side. The flow of data in, expansion 
is basically opposite to that in compression . and' can 
be anticipated from Fig. 11, so the data flow chart 
for expansion will be omitted. 

A case wherein compression/expansion is performed 
for a moving picture in which one frame has 640 X 480 
pixels, and the luminance value per pixel is 
expressed by 8-bit. data, as shown in Fig. 11, will be 
described. For the descriptive convenience, assume 
that compression/expansion is executed for an image 

having 16 frames. 

Referring to Fig. 9, an image input section 31 
sequentially inputs original image data as. a 
compression target, in this case, a moving picture in 
units of frames. The input image data is temporarily 
stored in an image memory 32 and the read out and 
output by address control or the like from a read 
section 3 3 . 

A blocking section 34 segments the image data 
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read out from the image memory 32 into blocks each 
formed from, e.g., 4X4 pixels. In this case, the 
blocking section 34 is provided, though it is not 
always necessary when the read section 33 reads out 
the image data in units of blocks. 

A space direction code book storage section 35 
stores as a database in advance a code book (since 
this code book is used for vector quantization in one 
frame space, it will be referred to as a "space 
direction code book" hereinafter) used to execute, 
for one still image (frame), vector quantization' in 
the f r ame . 

In this space direction code book, a data string 
formed from 16 data is defined as one code vector, 
and code vectors are combined. In this case, the 
space direction code book is constructed by a 
combination of 2,048 vectors. 

When a mode for space direction vector 
quantization is specified by a calculation mode 
specifying section 37, a correlation ratio 
calculation section 36 calculates the correlation 
ratio, i.e., the similarity between each of the code 
vectors in the code book and the input vector from 
the original image using the space direction code 
book stored in the space direction code book storage 
section 35 in units of sequentially input frames. 

The similarity is a numerical value which is 
calculated by inputting two vector data to a certain 
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function and represents the degree of similarity 
between the two vector data. A representative 
example of that function is a function for obtaining 
the Manhattan distance (absolute difference value) or 
Euclidean distance between the two vector data. For 
example, the Manhattan distance can be obtained by 
calculating the absolute difference value between the 
data of each element of an input vector and the data 
of each element of a code vector and adding the 
obtained absolute difference values. 

To detect a code vector most similar to the input 
vector, for example, the above-described Manhattan 
distance is obtained in units of code vectors of the 
space direction code book, and a code vector with the 
minimum distance is detected. 

The function for obtaining the similarity is not 
limited to the function above, and an arbitrary 
function can be used in accordance with the purpose. 
For example, a function having a coefficient (weight) 
for one or both vector data or a function for 
calculating feature amount data (e.g., the sum of 
elements of vector data) in a block may be used. 

A code determining section 38 outputs a code 
number corresponding to a code vector having the 
maximum similarity as a compression code (Winner 
code) of the block on the basis of the similarity 
calculation result by the correlation ratio 
calculation section 36. The correlation ratio 
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calculation section 36 and code determining section 
38 construct a vector quantizing means. As the 
vector quantizing method, the conventional method or 
the method described in the first embodiment can be 
used. 

The operation of this space direction vector 
quantization will be described below in detail with 
reference to Fig. 11. First, for the first frame 
image, vector quantization is executed using the 
space direction code book. In this case, a # block, 
region obtained by segmenting the first frame image 
in units of 4 pixels in the horizontal direction and 
4 pixels in the vertical direction is defined as an 
input vector. The similarity between one input 
vector and each code vector of the space direction 
code book is obtained, and the code number of a code 
vector most similar to the input vector is specified. 

This operation is performed for all input vectors 
in the frame whereby each block region obtained by 
segmenting the first frame image into 4X4 pixels is 
replaced with a code number corresponding to a code 
vector in the space direction code book. Numbers 127, 
198, . . . in Fig. 11 indicate code numbers replacing 
the blocks which are sequentially extracted from the 
upper left corner to the lower right corner of the 
image . 

Next, the same processing as that for the first 
frame image is performed for the second to 16th frame 
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images or a total of 15 images whereby each block 
region obtained by segmenting each frame image into 4 
X 4 pixels is replaced with a code number 
corresponding to a code vector in the space direction 
code book. 

Referring back to Fig. 9, for each frame image 
represented by code numbers in the space direction 
code book by the space direction vector quantizing 
means, a space direction code reconstruction 
calculating section 39 rearranges the code numbers of 
blocks represented by the same address in the order 
of frame images, thereby expressing the code numbers 
of blocks with the same address, which are dispersed 
in the time-axis direction, as one data string. 

More specifically, when space direction vector 
quantization is executed for the 16 frame images, as 
shown in Fig. 11, the code number of the block at a 
designated address in the first frame image is placed 
at the Oth address position in the newly created data 
string, and the code number of the block in the 
second frame image, which has the same address as in 
the first frame image, is placed at the first address 
position in the newly created data string. In this 
way, the code numbers of the blocks at the same 
address in the 16 frames are rearranged. The code 
number of the block at the same address in the final, 
i.e., 16th frame image is placed at the 15th address 
position in the newly created data string. 
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The newly generated set including the 16 code 
numbers is defined as a new vector. This will be 
referred to as a "time-axis vector" hereinafter. In 
the example shown in Fig. 11, for example, a data 
string (127, 287, 58,..., 1483, 876) that rearranges 
the code numbers of blocks designated by the start 
addresses of the first to 16th frames corresponds to 
one time-axis vector. 

As in this example, when one frame has 640 X 480 
pixels, and one block region has 4X4 pixels, 160 X 
120 = 19,200 blocks are generated from one frame- 
image. Hence, when the above-described 

reconstruction processing is performed for all ranges 
of images that have undergone space direction vector 
quantization, 19,200 time-axis vectors are newly 
generated . 

Referring back to Fig. 9, a time-axis code book 
storage section 40 stores as a database in advance a 
code book (since this code book is used for vector 
quantization for data which is given across frames 
along with the elapse of time, it will be referred to 
as a "time-axis code book" hereinafter) used to 
execute vector quantization for the time-axis vectors 
generated in the above manner. In this time-axis 
code book as well, a data string formed from 16 data 
is defined as one code vector, and 2,048 code vectors 
are combined. 

When reconstruction is performed for all ranges 
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of images by the space direction code reconstruction 
calculating section 39, a time-axis vector 
quantization start signal is output and supplied to 
the calculation mode specifying section 37. 
Accordingly, the calculation mode . specif ying section 
37 switches the mode to a mode for time-axis vector 
quantization. When the mode for time-axis vector 
quantization is specified by the calculation mode 
specifying section 37, the correlation ratio 
calculation section 36 performs vector quantization 
for each time-axis vector generated by the space 

* 

direction code reconstruction calculating section 39 
using the time-axis code book stored in the time-axis 
code book storage section 40. 

This time-axis vector quantization operation will 
be described below in detail with reference to 
Fig. 11. The similarity between one of the 
previously generated 19,200 time-axis vectors and 
each code vector of the time-axis code book is 
calculated, and the address (code number) of a code 
vector having the maximum similarity in the time-axis 
code book is specified. The similarity calculation 
is the same as described above. 

This operation is performed for all time-axis 
vectors whereby the time-axis vectors each 
represented by the code numbers after space direction 
vector quantization is replaced with a code number 
corresponding to a code vector in the time-axis code 
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book. In the example shown in Fig. 11, for example, 
the above-described time-axis vector (121, 281, 
58,..., 1483 , 876) is replaced with time-axis code 
number "10". At this stage, the 16 frame images each 
having 640 X 480 pixels are expressed by a data 
string (10, 984,...) formed from, e.g., 19,200 data 
expressed by 11 bits. This data is supplied to the 
expanding side- 
Hence, to transfer a moving picture having 16 
frames from the compressing side to the expanding 
side, the space direction code book and time-axis 
code book are sent to the expanding side in advance 
(or identical code books may be prepared on the 
expanding side in advance), and then, the list 
expressed by the code number string of the time-axis 
code book, which is obtained by the above series of 
processes, is sent. With this processing, 16 frame 
images having an information amount of 39,321,600 
bits can be compressed to the code number string of 
the time-axis code book, which has an information 

amount of 422,400 bits or about 1/100 information 

.i 

amount while preserving the image quality. 

On the expanding side shown in Fig. 10, the 
original image of 16 frames can be reconstructed on 
the basis of the data transferred from the 
compressing side in the above way. ■ First, a 
time-axis code input section 41 inputs the code 
number string of the time-axis code book, which is 
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transferred from the compressing side. The input 
time-axis code number string is temporarily stored in 
a time-axis code memory 42 and read out and output by 
address control or the like from a read section 43. 

A space direction code reconstructing section 44 
extracts a code vector corresponding to each 
time-axis code number from a time-axis code book 
which is, for example, transferred from the 
compressing side and stored in a time-axis code book 
storage section 45 in advance, using the time-axis 
code number string read out from the time-axis code 
memory 42. The extracted code vectors are 
sequentially arranged to reconstruct space direction 
code numbe r s . 



The time-axis code number string read out from 
the time-axis code memory 42 includes 19,200 
time-axis code numbers. One code number in the 
time-axis code book, which corresponds to each of 
these time-axis code numbers is formed from 16 data. 
For this reason, the data of code vectors arranged in 
order by processing of the space direction code 
reconstructing section 44 is formed from a total of 
307,200 data (space direction code numbers). 

The space direction code number string 
reconstructed in the above way is temporarily stored 
in a space direction code memory 46 and read out and 
output by address control or the like from a read 
section 47. A reconstructed image generating section 
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48 extracts every 16th data from the 307,200 data 
arranged and generates a data string from 19,200 data 
which is then defined as a vector. This will be 
referred to as a "space direction vector" relative to 
the above time-axis vector hereinafter. 

This operation is performed for all spaces of the 
307,200 data whereby the space direction code number 
string read out from the space direction code memory 
46 is segmented into 16 space direction vectors. The 
16 space direction vectors are sets of space 
direction code numbers used to reconstruct the first 
to 16th frame images. 

The reconstructed image generating section 48 
also looks up the space direction code book which is, 
for example, transferred from the compressing side 
and stored in a space direction code book storage- 
section 49 in advance to detect a code vector 
corresponding to each of the (19,200) space direction 
code numbers of each of the 16 space direction 
vectors. . The data of corresponding code vectors 
(pattern images) are sequentially applied to the 
block positions, thereby reconstructing the original 
image . 

When such processing is executed every time 16 
space direction vectors are obtained, the original 16 
frame images can be reconstructed. Note that when 
the operation of extracting every 16th data from the 
307,200 space direction code numbers is performed by 
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the read section 47, the reconstructed image 
generating section 48 can sequentially generate the 
reconstructed image of each frame every time 19,200 

data are read out . 

The reconstructed image is temporarily stored in 
an image memory 50 and then sent to and displayed on 
a display unit (not shown) or sent to and stored in a 
storage unit (not shown) . 

In this second embodiment, one vector is formed 
from 16 data, and each of the space direction code 
book and time-axis' code book is formed from 2,048 
code vectors. These are merely examples for the 
descriptive convenience of this embodiment and are 
not limited to the above numerical values. 

In the above description, an image having 16 
frames is compressed by vector quantization. However 
the number of frames to be compressed is not limited 
to 16, and a necessary number of frames can be 
compressed by vector quantization. In this 
embodiment, a moving picture is used. However, this 
embodiment can be applied not only to an moving 
picture but also to a voice signal. 

In the second embodiment, one correlation ratio . 
calculation section 36 is commonly used for space 
direction vector quantization and time-axis vector 
quantization. However, two correlation ratio 
calculation sections may be prepared for vector 
quantization of these types, respectively. 
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(Third Embodiment ) 

Fig. 12 is a data flow chart showing the flow of 
data in compression according to the third embodiment. 
The construction of a data compressing/expanding 
system of the third embodiment is almost the same as 
in the second embodiment, and an illustration thereof 
will be omitted. However, a space direction code 
reconstruction calculating section 39 and 
reconstructed image generating section 48 have 
slightly different processing contents in the third 
embodiment, and this will be described in detail-. 

In this embodiment, an image having 17 frames is 
compressed, as shown in Fig. 12. For this reason, 
when the mode for space direction vector quantization 
is specified by a calculation mode specifying section 
37, a correlation ratio calculation section 36 
executes space direction vector quantization 
processing for the first to 17th frame images or a 
total of 17 images whereby each block region obtained 
by segmenting each frame image into 4X4 pixels is 
replaced with a code number corresponding to a code 
vector in the space direction code book. 

For the code numbers of blocks represented by the 
same address in the frame images, which are expressed 
by code numbers in the space direction code book by 
the correlation ratio calculation section 36, the 
space direction code reconstruction calculating 
section 39 calculates the difference between the code 
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number in the first frame (used as a reference frame) 
and that in each of the remaining frames and 
rearranges the results in the order of frame images. 
The differences from the reference frame may be 
calculated in units of individual addresses after 

reconstruction . 

More specifically, first, between the first frame 
and the second frame, the differences in code number 
with the same address are calculated first, and then, 
between the first frame and the third frame, the 
difference in code number with the same address are 
calculated as shown in Fig. 12. In a similar manner, 
between the first frame and each of the fourth to 
17th frames, the differences in code number with the 
same address are calculated. The difference results 
for blocks represented by the same address are 
rearranged in the order of frame images, thereby 
expressing the difference code numbers of blocks with 
the same address, which are dispersed in the 
time-axis direction, as one data string. 

More specifically, when space direction vector 
quantization is executed for the 17 frame images, as 
shown in Fig. 12, the difference between the code 
number in the first frame image and that in the 
second frame image is placed at the Oth address 
position in the newly created data string, and the 
difference between the code number in the first frame 
image and that in the third frame image is placed at 
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the first address position in the newly created data 
string . 

In this way, the differences between the code 
number in the first frame and code numbers in the 16 
remaining frame images are rearranged. The final 
difference between the code number in the first frame 
image and that in the 17th frame image is placed at 
the 15th address position in the newly created data 
string. When the calculation mode specifying section 
37 specifies time-axis vector quantization, the 
correlation ratio calculation section 36 performs 
time-axis vector quantization for the rearranged 
time-axis vectors and outputs a time-axis code number 
string of the time-axis code book. 

At this stage, the 17 frame images each having 
640 X 480 pixels are expressed by a data string 
formed from, e.g., 19,200 data expressed by 11 bits. 
Hence, to transfer a moving picture having 17 frames, 
the space direction code .book and time-axis code book 
are sent to the expanding side in advance, and then, 
the list expressed by the code number string of the 
time-axis code book, which is obtained by the above 
series of processes, and a data string in which the 
first frame image is expressed by the code numbers of 
the space direction code book are sent. 

With this processing, 17 frame" images having an 
information amount of 41,779,200 bits can be 
compressed to the code number string of the time-axis 
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code book, which has an information amount of 422,400 
bits or about 1/100 information amount while 
preserving the image quality. 

On the expanding side, the original image of 17 
frames can be reconstructed on the basis of the data 
transferred from the compressing side in the above 
way. Processing until the reconstructed image 
generating section 48 segments the 307,200 data into 
16 space direction vectors is the same as in the 
second embodiment. In this embodiment, the^ code 
numbers in the first frame after space direction- 
vector quantization, which are sent from the 
compressing side, and the code number differences of 
each space direction vector reconstructed by the 
reconstructed image generating section 48 are added . 
to reconstruct the data string of code numbers. 



The reconstructed image generating section 48 
searches the space direction code book stored in a 
space direction code book storage section 49 for a 
code vector corresponding to each code number of each 
of the 16 segmented and reconstructed space direction 
vectors and applies the code vectors, thereby 



processing, the original 17 frame images can be 
reconstructed . 

In this third embodiment, one vector is formed 
from 16 data, and each of the space direction code 
book and time-axis code book is formed from 2,048 




the original image. 



With 



this 
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vectors. These are merely examples for the 
descriptive convenience of this embodiment and are 
not limited to the above numerical values. 

In the above description, an image having 17 
frames is compressed by vector quantization. However, 
the number of frames to be compressed is not limited 
to 17, and a necessary number of frames can be 
compressed by vector quantization. In this 
embodiment, a moving picture is used. However, this 
embodiment can be applied not only to a moving 
picture but also to a voice signal. 
( Fourth Embodiment ) 

Fig. 13 is a data flow chart showing the flow of 
data in compression according to the fourth 
embodiment. The construction of a data 

compressing/expanding system of the fourth embodiment 
is also almost the same as in the second embodiment, 
and an illustration thereof will be omitted. However, 
a space direction code reconstruction calculating 
section 39 and reconstructed image generating section 
48 have slightly different processing contents in the 
fourth embodiment, and this will be described in 
det a i 1 . 

As shown in Fig. 13, in this embodiment as well, 
an image having 17 frames is compressed, as in the 
third embodiment. However, the contents of 
difference calculation executed by the space 
direction code reconstruction calculating section 39 
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are different from the above example. More 
specifically, in the third embodiment, the difference 
in code number between the first frame image and each 
frame is calculated. In the fourth embodiment, 
however, the difference in code number between frames 
adjacent to each other is calculated. 

More specifically, as shown in Fig. 13, first, 
the difference in code number at the same address is 
calculated between the first frame and the second 
frame. Next, the difference in code number^ at the 
same address is calculated between the second frame 
and the third frame. The same processing is 
performed until the difference between the 16th frame 
and the 17th frame is calculated. The difference 
results for blocks represented by the same address 
are rearranged in the order of frame images, thereby 
expressing the difference code numbers of blocks with 
the same address, which are dispersed in the 
time-axis direction, as one data string. 

The construction and operation on the expanding 
side according to the fourth embodiment are also 
almost the same as in the third embodiment except the 
contents of addition performed by the reconstructed 
image generating section 48. More specifically, in 
the fourth embodiment, code numbers in space 
direction vectors of frames adjacent to each other 
are added, and the data string of code numbers is 
reconstructed on the basis of the addition results. 
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More specifically, first, the code numbers in the 
first frame after space direction vector, which are 
sent from the compressing side, and the code number 
differences of the first space direction vector 
reconstructed by the reconstructed image generating 
section 48 are added to generate the space direction 
vector of the second frame image. 

Next, the code numbers in the generated space 
direction vector of the second frame image and the 
code number differences of the second space_ direction 
vector generated by the reconstructed image • 
generating section 48 are added to generate the space 
direction vector of the third frame image. The same 
operation as described above is sequentially 
performed for the remaining space direction vectors, 
thereby reconstructing the code number strings of 
space direction vectors of the 16 frame except the 
first f r ame . 

In this fourth embodiment as well, one vector is 
formed from 16 data, and each of the space direction 
code book and time-axis code book is formed from 
2,048 vectors. These are merely examples for the 
descriptive convenience of this embodiment and are 
not limited to the above numerical values. 

In the above description, an image having 17 
frames is compressed by vector quantization. However, 
the number of frames to be compressed is not limited 
to 17, and a necessary number of frames can be 
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compressed by vector quantization. In this 
embodiment, a moving picture is used. However, this 
embodiment can be applied not only to a moving 
picture but also to a voice signal. 

In this case, to calculate the code number 
differences between frames, the code number 
differences between frames adjacent to each other are 
calculated. However, the code number differences 
between frames adjacent to each other need not always 
be calculated. 

As described above, according to the second 'to 
fourth embodiments, by introducing not only space 
direction vector quantization but also ' time-axis 
vector quantization processing, not only data 
compression in each frame of a moving picture but 
also data compression across, frames can be performed, 
and a higher compression ratio can be obtained. 

More specifically, when only space direction 
vector quantization is performed for one frame image, 
the compression ratio is about 1/11-6. However, when 
time-axis vector quantization is introduced to 
compress the data of a moving picture having, e.g., 
16 frames, the compression ratio increases to 16 
times (a multiple of the number of frames to be 
compressed), i.e., 1/185.6. 
(Fifth Embodiment ) 

In this embodiment, a detailed example of a 
method of obtaining a higher-quality reconstructed 
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image in reconstructing a compressed image will be 
described. As a method of compressing image data in 
the time-axis direction, any one of the methods 
described in the second to fourth embodiments can be 
used. A case wherein the method of the second 
embodiment is used will be described. 

In the above-described second embodiment, for the 
16 space direction vectors generated by rearranging 
the 307,200 code numbers reconstructed by the space 
direction code reconstructing section 44, code 
vector corresponding to each code number, in the space 
direction vectors is obtained by looking up the space 
direction code book in the space direction code book 
storage section 49, and the data of corresponding 
pattern images are applied to the block positions, 
thereby reconstructing the original image. 

According to this method, however, although a 
high-quality reconstructed image can be obtained for 
the first frame, quantization errors by vector 
quantization in the time-axis direction become 
noticeable for the subsequent frames, resulting in 
degradation in image quality. In the fifth 
embodiment, to prevent such degradation in image 
quality and maintain a compression ratio of same 
level, a reconstructed image generating section 48 on 
the expanding side has an construction as shown in 
Fig. 14. 

Referring to Fig. 14, a time-axis code 
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reconstruction calculating section 48a rearranges 
307,200 space direction code numbers reconstructed by 
a space direction code reconstructing section 44 so 
as to generate 16 space direction vectors each having 
19,200 data. In this embodiment, a time-axis shift 
section 48b is arranged on the output side of the 
time-axis code reconstruction calculating section 48a. 

When a space direction decoding section 48c 
searches for a code vector corresponding to each code 
number in the 16 space direction vectors by looking 
up the code book in a space direction code book 
storage section 49 and applies pattern images to the 
frame images, the time-axis shift section 48b 
performs shift processing of shifting the elements of 
each space direction vector in the time-axis 
direction for each address of blocks defined in 
vector quantization on the compressing side and 
applying the pattern images. 

More specifically, the time-axis shift section 
48b shifts elements close to each other in the 
time-axis direction in units of elements (addresses) 
in the space direction vectors. For example, for a 
designated address, 16 space direction code number 
strings are sequentially arranged from the first 
frame, and for each of the remaining addresses, 16 
space direction code number strings are sequentially 
arranged from a frame other than the first frame. 

This can disperse quantization errors generated 
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by time-axis vector quantization in the time-axis 
direction. Hence, the quantization errors that 
become more noticeable for subsequent frames can be 
made unnot iceable , and the quality of the 
reconstructed image can be improved as a whole. 
(Sixth Embodiment) 

In the above-described fifth embodiment, pattern 
images are shifted in the. time-axis direction and 
applied on the expanding side, thereby making the 
quantization errors unnot iceable . To the. contrary, 
even when shift processing in the time-axis direction 
is done on the compressing side, the quantization 
errors can be made unnot iceable . In the sixth 
embodiment, such a method will be described. 

In this embodiment as well, any one of the 
methods described in the second to fourth embodiments 
can be used as a method of compressing image data in 
the time-axis direction. A case wherein the method 
of the second embodiment is used will be described. 

In this embodiment, a space direction code 
reconstruction calculating section 39 shown in Fig. 9 
performs processing of shifting code number strings 
after space direction vector quantization in the 
time-axis direction. 

More specifically, for space direction code 
numbers generated for each frame by space direction 
vector quantization by a correlation ratio 
calculation section 36, the space direction code 
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reconstruction calculating section 39 rearranges the 
code numbers of blocks represented by the same 
address such that the elements of time-axis vectors 
are arranged with reference to different frames in 
units of addresses. 

More specifically, in the second embodiment, in 
generating a time-axis vector by rearranging the code 
numbers of blocks represented by the same address in 
the code number strings after space direction vector 
quantization, the code numbers are arranged with 



reference to the first frame for all addresses. 



the sixth embodiment, however, which frame is used as 
a reference for reconstruction is changed in units of 
addresses . 

For example, for a certain time-axis vector, the 



code number of the first frame is placed at the Oth 
address position of the data string of the newly 
created time-axis vector. For each of the remaining 
time-axis vectors, the code number of a frame other 
than the first frame is placed at the Oth address 
position of the newly created data string. 

This can disperse quantization errors generated 
by time-axis vector quantization in the time-axis 
direction, as in the fifth embodiment. Hence, the 
quantization errors that become more noticeable for 
subsequent frames in reconstructing the compressed 
image can be made unnoticeable, and the quality of 
the reconstructed image can be improved as a whole. 
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In the above embodiment, space direction vector 
quantization and time-axis vector quantization are 
combined. However, at least only time-axis vector 
quantization may be performed. In this case, when 
processing of shifting positions between frames (in 
the time-axis direction), as described above, in 
units of pixels or blocks in each frame image, the 
quantization errors generated by vector quantization 
in the time-axis direction can be made unno t iceable . 
(Seventh Embodiment ) 

Fig. 15 is a functional block diagram showing the 
construction of a data compressing system according 
to the seventh embodiment. Fig. 16 is a data flow 
chart showing the flow of data in compression 
according to the seventh embodiment. The same 
reference numerals as in Fig. 9 denote parts having 
the same functions in Fig. 15, and a detailed 
description thereof will be omitted. Although Fig. 
16 illustrates an original image of only one frame 
for the descriptive convenience, actually, frames are 
sequentially input from an image input section 31. 

A DC component detecting/removing section 51 
detects a DC component (minimum luminance value of 
pixels) from each block in executing vector 
quantization for the original image. In addition, 
the DC component detected from each block is 
subtracted from each of all pixel values in the block 
whereby an image which represents the pixel values of 
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the input original image using only increment amounts 
from the minimum luminance value in units of blocks 

is generated. 

When a mode for performing space direction vector 
quantization is specified by a calculation mode 
specifying section 52, a correlation ratio 
calculation section 36 executes space direction 
vector quantization processing for the input image 
blocks after DC component removal using a space 
direction code book formed from only basic patterns 
and stored in a space direction code book storage 
section 53 in advance. The basic patterns are 
patterns in which, e.g., the luminance value of each 
pixel monotonically changes in eight directions in 
the block of a code vector. 

More specifically, the code book of basic 
patterns means a set of code vectors of patterns in 
which a luminance value gradually changes in the 
vertical or horizontal direction or in an oblique 
direction in the block, starting from one of the edge 
portions (the upper, lower, left, and right sides and 
four corners) of the block having, e.g., 4X4 pixels 
When the luminance value of the start point of these 
code vectors is set to 0, the- pattern matches the 
image block after DC component removal, which is 
generated by the DC component detecting/removing 
section 51. The space direction code book of basic 
patterns is constructed by giving variations to the 
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increment amount of the luminance value from the 
start point to the end point, e.g., preparing code 
vectors of 321 patterns . 

The DC component detecting/ removing section 51 
extracts the minimum luminance value detected from 
each block, thereby generating images having 160 X 
120 pixels formed from only the minimum luminance 
values of the blocks, as shown in Fig. 16. Thus, 
minimum luminance value extraction processing by the 
DC component det ect ing / removing section 51 and space 
direction vector quantization processing by the 
correlation ratio calculation section 36 are 
performed to generate the data string of space 
direction code numbers and the data string of minimum 
luminance values of the blocks for each of the frame 
images input as an original image. 

For each frame image expressed by the code number 
string of the space direction code book by the 
correlation ratio calculation section 36, a space 
direction code reconstruction calculating section 39 
rearranges the code numbers of blocks represented by 
the same addresses in the order of frame images, 
thereby generating a time-axis vector which 
represents the code numbers of blocks at the same 
address, which are dispersed in the time-axis 
direction, as one data string. This processing can 
be done by any one of the methods described in the 
second to fourth embodiments. 
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For frame images expressed by only the minimum 
luminance values of the blocks by the DC component 
detecting/removing section 51, a space direction DC 
component reconstruction calculating section 54 
rearranges the data values of blocks represented by 
the same address in the order of frame images, 
thereby generating a time-axis vector in which the 
minimum luminance values of blocks at the same 
address, which are dispersed in the time-axis 
direction, as one data string. This processing can 
also be done by any one of the methods described- in 

* 

the second to fourth embodiments. 

In the example shown in Fig. 16, for a time-axis 
vector of basic pattern, for example, a data string 
(127, 287, 58,..., 283, 276) obtained by rearranging 
the code numbers of blocks designated by the start 
addresses in the first to 16th frames corresponds to 
one time-axis vector of basic pattern. For a 
time-axis vector of minimum luminance value, for 
example, a data string (60, 50, 58,..., 76, 77) 
obtained by rearranging the minimum luminance values 
of blocks designated by the start address in the 
first to 16th frames corresponds to one time-axis 
vector of minimum luminance value. 

When reconstruction is done by the space 
direction code reconstruction calculating section 39 
and space direction DC component reconstruction 
calculating section 54, a time-axis vector 
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quantization start signal is output and supplied to 
the calculation mode specifying section 52. In 
accordance with the signal, the calculation mode 
specifying section 52 switches the mode to a mode for 
performing time-axis vector quantization for the 
basic patterns or minimum luminance values. 

When time-axis vector quantization of basic 
patterns is specified by the calculation mode 
specifying section 52, the correlation ratio 
calculation section 36 executes vector quantization 
for each time-axis vector generated by the space- 
direction code reconstruction calculating section 39 
using the time-axis code book stored in a time-axis 
code book storage section 55. When time-axis vector 
quantization of minimum luminance values is specified 
by the calculation mode specifying section 52, the 
correlation ratio calculation section 36 executes 
vector quantization for each time-axis vector 
generated by the space direction DC component 
reconstruction calculating section 54 using the 
time-axis .code book stored in a time-axis DC 
component code book storage section 56. 

With the above processing, time-axis vectors 
related to the basic patterns and expressed by the 
code number strings after space direction vector 
quantization are replaced with code number strings 
corresponding to code vectors in the time-axis code 
book of basic patterns, and time-axis vectors related 
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to the minimum luminance values and expressed by the 
data strings of minimum luminance values in each 
block are replaced with code number strings 
corresponding to code vectors in the time-axis code 
book of minimum luminance values. These data lists 
are transferred to the expanding side. 

Although the construction and data flow on the 
expanding side are not illustrated in this embodiment, 
they are basically opposite in order to those on the 
compressing side, and for example, processing is 
performed in the following way. For the basic 
patterns and minimum luminance values, the same 
expansion processing as described in the second to 
fourth embodiments is performed. When expansion 
processing for each element is ended, the results are 
synthesized in units of blocks, thereby 
reconstructing the original image. 

As described above in detail, according to the 
seventh embodiment, one feature amount data (minimum 
luminance value of each block in the above-described 
example) is extracted from the original image, and 
vector quantization of the extracted feature amount 
data and vector quantization of a basic pattern after 
removal of the feature amount data are separately 
executed. For this reason, the code book used for 
vector quantization of each image can be simplified 
as compared to the code book for the original image 
itself in which various features are combined, and 
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the necessary number of patterns can also be reduced 
(although 2,048 patterns are used in the second to 
sixth embodiments, only 321 patterns suffice in the 
seventh embodiment) . 

In detecting a pattern having large similarity 
from a code book by vector quantization, since simple 
patterns are compared, an appropriate pattern can 
more easily be obtained, and accurate vector 
quantization can be performed. Hence, when data 
compressed in the above way is reconstructed, a 
reconstructed image with higher quality can be. 
obtained . 

In the seventh embodiment, the minimum luminance 
value has been exemplified as a feature amount to be 
extracted. However, the present invention is not 
limited to this. For example, the maximum luminance 
value or average value of pixels in a block may be 
extracted . 

In the seventh embodiment as well, one 
correlation ratio calculation section 36 is commonly 
used for space direction vector quantization and 
time-axis vector quantization. However, two 
correlation ratio calculation sections may be 
prepared for vector quantization of these types, 
respectively. 

This embodiment can be applied^ to both a 
monochromatic image and color image. For example, in 
a color image formed from a Y signal (luminance 
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signal) and U and V signals (chrominance signals) , 
the minimum luminance value, maximum luminance value, 
or average value can be extracted for the Y signal as 
a feature amount, as described above. For not only 
the Y signal but also the chrominance signals, the 
minimum luminance value, maximum luminance value, or 
average value can be extracted as a feature amount, 
and vector quantization can be performed. 

In the above example,., only feature amounts of one 
type are extracted from the original image. However, 
feature amounts of different types (e.g.., the minimum 
luminance value and the direction of change in 
luminance in a block) may be extracted for vector 
quantization. In this case, the compression ratio 
becomes low as the number of code number lists output 
increases, though the quality of the reconstructed 
image can be further improved. To give priority to 
the image quality, feature amounts of many types are 
extracted, and vector quantization is individually 
executed. In addition, image quality priority and 
compression ratio priority, or the degree of priority 
may be switched. 
(Eighth Embodiment ) 

As described above, it is difficult to obtain a 
high compression ratio only by simply executing space 
direction vector quantization for each frame image 
(still image) of a moving picture in compressing the 
moving picture. In the second to seventh embodiments, 
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the compression ratio is further increased by 
simultaneously executing time-axis vector 
quantization. In the eighth embodiment to be 
described below, a means for increasing the 
compression ratio using a method different from the 
above methods will be described. 

Fig. 17 is a block diagram showing the 
construction of a data compressing system according 
to this embodiment. Referring to Fig. 17, an image 
input section 61 is a device for continuously 
receiving images. For example, the image input - 
section 61 receives 30 images per sec each of which 
is formed from 640 X 440 pixels each having 8-bit 
grayscale. This image input section 61 can be 
implemented by, e.g., not only an image receiving 
camera or video camera but also a semiconductor 
memory device or a storage medium such as a hard dis 
or floppy disk, which can store an image. 

A number of pattern images (code vectors) each 
formed from a block of, e.g., 4X4 pixels are 
registered in a code book storage section 62. A 
unique code number is assigned to each block. 

A compression section 63 using the code book 
scheme performs space direction vector quantization 
to be described next for each image obtained by the 
image input section 61. More specifically, 4X4 
pixel blocks are sequentially extracted toward the 
right starting from the upper left corner of the 
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original image. Reaching the right end, the 
extraction position is shifted to the lower side by 
one block, and blocks are extracted again from the 
left end. The blocks of the entire image are 
extracted by repeating this operation. 

For each extracted block, the most similar 
pattern is selected from the number of code vectors 
registered in the code book storage section 62, and a 
corresponding code number is output. In processing 
an image having 640 X 480 pixels, since 19,200 blocks 
are extracted and processed, 19,200 code numbers- are 
output . 

A code string storage section 64 stores the code 
number string output by processing a frame image at 
time t by the compression section 63 using the code 
book scheme. A code string comparison section 65 
compares the code number string of the image at time 
t, which is stored in the code string storage section 
64 with the code number string of the next image at 
time (t + 1) and calculates the absolute difference 
value between the code numbers of blocks represented 
by the same address. 

An output section 66 determines data to be output 
to a medium 67 (a communication channel such as a 
network or a recording medium) on the basis of the 
absolute difference value supplied from the code 
string comparison section 65. More specifically, 
when the absolute difference value for a given 



- 76 - 




address is larger than a certain threshold value, the 
address and code number are output to the medium 67. 
On the other hand, when the absolute difference value 
for a given address is smaller than a certain 
threshold value, the address and code number are not 
output to the medium 67 . 

Fig. 18 is a block diagram showing a construction 
which implements the data compressing device shown in 
Fig. 17 by software. Fig. 18 shows the construction 
of a code book moving picture compressing processor 
including a CPU 68. Note that the image input 

* 

section 61, the compression section 63 using the code 
book scheme, and the medium 67 shown in Fig. 18 are 
the same as in Fig. 17. 

Referring to Fig. 18, a memory 69 added to the 
CPU 68 has a code book storage area 69a, code string 
storage area 69b, pointer /counter area 69c, and 
threshold value storage area 69d. 

The code book storage area 69a stores the code 
book used by the compression section 63 using the 
code book scheme. The code string storage area 69b 
sequentially stores a code number string output for 
each frame from the compression section 63 using the 
code book scheme, and stores a code number string 
obtained by compressing the image at time t by the 
compression section 63 using the code book scheme. 

The pointer /counter area 69c stores a pointer 
(address) which indicates a code number read/write 
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position in the code string storage area 69b. The 
threshold value storage area 69d stores a threshold 
value used by the output section 66 as a criterion 
for determining data to be transferred to the medium 
67 . 

Fig. 19 is a flow chart showing the procedure of 
compression processing executed by the CPU 68 shown 
in Fig. 18. Referring to Fig. 19, first in step S21, 
code book data is transferred from the code book 
storage area 69a to the compression section 63 using 
the code book scheme. In step S22, a predetermined 
threshold value is set in the threshold value storage 
area 69d. In step S23, the pointer (address) of the 
pointer /count er area 69c is initialized to' set the 
pointer value to, e.g., "0" 

In step S24, a macroblock (e.g., a 4 X 4 pixel 
block) in the original image is received from the 
image input section 61. In step S25, the received 
macroblock is sent to the compression section 63 
using the code book scheme, which is caused to 
execute space direction vector quantization 
processing. Thus, a space direction code number 
string is obtained as a compression code. 

In step S26, the absolute difference value 
between the code number output from the compression 
section 63 using the code book scheme and the code 
number indicated by the current pointer value, which 
is obtained by previous processing and stored in the 
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code string storage area 69b, is calculated. In step 
S27, it is determined whether the calculated absolute 
difference value is larger than the threshold value 
stored in the threshold value storage area 69d. 

If YES in step S27 , the code number output from 
the compression section 63 using the code book scheme 
and the pointer value at that time are output to the 
medium 67 in step S28, and the code number is stored 
in the code string storage area 69b in step S29. 

On the other hand, if the calculated absolute 
difference value is smaller than the threshold value 
stored in the threshold value storage area 69d, the 
flow advances to step S29 without executing 
processing in step S28 , and the code number output 
from the compression section 63 using the code book 
scheme is stored in the code string storage area 69b. 
In step S30, the pointer in the pointer /counter area 
69c is incremented. In step S31, it is determined 
whether processing is ended for all macroblocks in 
one image . 

If NO in step S31, the flow returns to step S24 
to receive the next macroblock and execute the same 
processing as described above. The above-described 
processing is continued until all macroblocks in the 
image obtained from the image input section 61 are 
processed. When all macroblocks in the image are 
processed, compression processing for one frame of 
the moving picture is ended. By sequentially 
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repeating the above processing for each frame, the 
moving picture is compressed. 

On the expanding side, the basic processing of 
searching for a code vector corresponding to the 
received code number from the code book and applying 
the code vector to each block position is the same as 
in the above-described embodiments. In this 
embodiment, however, no code number is transferred 
for a block at a certain address. For such a block, 
an alternative code vector or pattern image must be 
prepared by some method. 

To do this, for example, a reconstructed image 
storage section for storing a frame image 
reconstructed by decoding processing at time t is 
prepared as a component of the data expanding system. 
In generating a reconstructed image at time (t + 1) 
by decoding processing, if no code number is sent 
from the compressing side for a certain block, the 
previous frame image stored in the reconstructed 
image storage section is used as the image of that 
block. For discrimination between a block for which 
a code number is sent and a bock for which no code 
number is sent, the block address sent together with 
the code number is used. 

As described above, in this embodiment, space 
direction vector quantization is performed for each 
of the frame images, and a space direction code 
number string is generated for each frame image. The 
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change amount (absolute difference value) in code 
number at the same address is calculated between 
frames of frame images. Only when the change amount 
exceeds a predetermined threshold value, the data is 
transferred. When the change amount is smaller than 
the threshold value, the data is not transferred. 

That is, of blocks of the frame images, only data 
whose values largely change between frames are 
transferred, and data with small changes are not 
transferred, and the data of the previous frame is 
used. Only data of portions having large motion- are 
transferred. In addition to the space direction 
vector quantization result of each frame, the data 
can also be compressed along the frame direction 
(time-axis), so a high compression ratio can be 
obtained, unlike the case wherein only space 
direction vector quantization is executed. 
(Ninth Embodiment ) 

Each of the above embodiments can be applied to a 
color image as well as a mono.chromatic image. In the 
ninth embodiment to be described below, especially in 
executing data compression using vector quantization 
for a color image, the image quality and compression 
ratio of the reconstructed image on the expanding 
side are further improved. 

Fig. 20 is a block diagram showing the 
construction of a data compressing system according 
to this embodiment. Referring to Fig. 20, an 
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original color image input from an image input 
section 71 is temporarily stored in an image memory 
72 and read out and output by address control from a 
read section 73. The color image read out from the 
image memory 72 is supplied to a Y/U/V signal 
separating section 74. 

The Y/U/V signal separating section 74 separates 
the Y signal (luminance signal), and U signal and V 
signal (chrominance signals) from the original image. 
A blocking section 75 segments each image data 
separated by the Y/U/V signal separating section* 74 
into blocks in units of, e.g., 4X4 pixels. At this 
time, the blocking section 75 sends to a space 
direction code book storage section 76 a signal type 
designation signal representing the blocking target, 
i.e., the Y, U, or V signal. 

A correlation ratio calculation section 77 
independently calculates the above-described 
similarity. for each of the Y, U, and V signals 
separated and extracted in the above manner. On the 
basis of the similarity calculation result from the 
correlation ratio calculation section 77, a code 
determining section 78 outputs a code number 
corresponding to a code vector with the largest 
similarity as the compression code (Winner code) of 

that block. 

In executing such space direction vector 
quantization, the correlation ratio calculation 
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section 77 executes vector quantization using a code 
book stored in the space direction code book storage 
section 76 in advance. Which code book in the space 
direction code book storage section 76 is to be used 
is determined in accordance with the signal type 
designation signal. More specifically, the space 
direction code book storage section 76 stores in 
advance a number of code books, or a code book for 
the Y signal, a code book for the U signal, and a 
code book for the V signal. The code books for these 
signals are sequentially used in accordance with* the 
signal type output from the blocking section 75 to 
the correlation ratio calculation section 77. 

In this embodiment, a code book larger than those 
for the U and V signals is assigned to the Y signal. 
For example, the code book for the Y signal is formed 
from 8,192 code vectors (13 bits), and each of the 
code books for the U and V signals is formed from 128 
code vectors (7 bits) . However, the total size of 
code books for the Y, U and V signals is set to be 
equal to or smaller than the total size of uniquely 
assigned code books for these signals. 

The most important signal to determine the image 
quality is generally the Y signal (luminance signal). 
For this reason, when the code book sizes (code 
length of code vectors) assigned to these signals are 
set such that the code book for the Y signal is 
larger than that for the U and V signals, the quality 
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of the reconstructed image can be improved without 
changing the total code length. 

More specifically, when compression is performing 
using a compression rate Y : U : V = 1 : 1 : 1, the 
entire code length does not change even when the 
number of code vectors assigned to the Y signal is 
larger than that for the U and V signals, and 
therefore, the compression ratio for one image does 
not change. In addition, since the number of code 
vectors for the Y signal is large, a code vector with 
larger similarity can be obtained by vector 
quantization in association with the Y signal which 
is more important for the image quality, and the 
quality of the reconstructed image improves . 

The same effect as described above can be 
obtained not only when the compression rate is Y : 
U : V = 1 : 1 : 1 but also when it is 4 : 1 : 1 or 
4:2:2. For example, when the compression rate is 
Y : U : V = 4 : 1 : 1, a 13-bit code is assigned to 
each block of Y signal, while a 7-bit code is 
assigned to four blocks of U and V signals. However, 
no problem is posed related to the color 
rearrangement since the human visual characteristic 
is relatively insensitive to chromatic error. 

In addition, in the above embodiment, one 
correlation ratio calculation section 77 is commonly 
used as the space direction vector quantizing means 
for the Y, U, and V signals. However, two or more 
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space direction vector quantization means may be 
prepared for the respective signals, and the signals 
may be parallelly processed. 

Furthermore, in the above embodiment, the code 
books for the Y, U, and V signals are stored in one 
space direction code book storage section 76. 
However, the code books may be separately stored in 
different storage sections. 
(10th Embodiment) 

A method of making a space direction code book 
used to execute vector quantization for one image 
will be described next. In this embodiment, the 
Kohonen learning algorithm conventionally well known 
is used. Fig. 21 is an illustration showing the 
procedure of this Kohonen learning algorithm. 

In this method, an initial code book to be given 
in learning is prepared, as shown in Fig. 21, and a 
sample image to be used for learning is prepared. In 
learning, image blocks each having, e.g., 4X4 
pixels are sequentially input from the sample image 
and space direction vector quantization is performed 
using the code book, thereby detecting a code vector 
most similar to each input image block. On the basis 
of this result, the contents of the code book are 
rewritten . 

A code book rewrite is done while setting a gain 
k in an equation representing the Kohonen learning . 
algorithm and a rewrite range Nc to appropriate 
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values. Such code vector detection and rewrite 
processing are repeated by a predetermined number of 
times of learning, thereby obtaining an optimized 
code book. In this embodiment, in executing this 
learning, various patterns are used as the initial 
code book. 

Referring to Fig. 22, a pattern (a) which 
continuously changes the luminance value from the 
minimum value to the maximum value of possible values 
of the initial code book, a pattern (b) which changes 
the luminance value at random, and a pattern (c)- 
having a predetermined luminance value of 128 
(intermediate value) are input, and the code book is 
optimized using these patterns. Fig. 22 shows an 
illustration showing the difference, in PSNR (Peak 
Signal to Noise Ratio) characteristic when an image 
is compressed/expanded using the obtained code book. 
Each small square in (a) to (c) represents a code 
vector. As is apparent from Fig. 22, a more 
satisfactory result can be obtained when the pattern 
whose luminance value continuously changes is input 
as the initial code book. 

Fig. 23 shows illustrations of the difference in 
PSNR characteristic when code books are made by a 
method (a) of one-dimensionally applying the rewrite 
range in one learning cycle on a map (virtual 
two-dimensional plane) and reducing the rewrite range 
as the number of times of update increases, and a 
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method (b) of two-dimensionally applying the rewrite 
range and reducing the rewrite range as the number of 
times of update increases, and an image is 
compressed/expanded . 

Each of hollow and solid dots shown in 
Figs. 23(a) and 23(b) indicates a code vector block. 
A block indicated by a solid dot represents the 
current vector quantization target block. The 
rectangular range surrounding the hollow and solid 
dots represents the code book rewrite range. The 
arrows represent directions in which the rewrite 
range is reduced. As is apparent from Fig. 23, case 
(a) is more excellent than case (b) . 

Fig. 24 is a graph showing the difference in PSNR 
characteristic between a case wherein the value of 
gain k in the Kohonen learning equation is not 
decreased from the initial value regardless of an 
increase in the number of times of update of the code 
book and a case wherein the gain is decreased from 
the initial value as the number of times of update 
increases. As is apparent from Fig. 24, the case 
wherein the value of the gain k is decreased from the 
initial value as the number of times of update of the 
code book increases is more excellent. 

Fig. 25 is a graph showing the difference in PSNR 
characteristic when the code book is made by giving 
various values as the initial value of gain k and 
setting the number of times of update to, e.g., 
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160,000. As is apparent from Fig. 25, when the 
initial value of gain k is 0.3 to 1, an excellent 
result is obtained. 

As is apparent from the results shown in Figs. 22 
to 25, when learning is done by specifying the best 
parameter value for improving the image quality from 
various parameters, and a code book made in this way 
is used for the data compre s s ing / expanding system, 
the quality of the reconstructed image can be 
improved. For example, a pattern which continuously 
changes the luminance value from the minimum . value to 
the maximum value of possible values is used as the 
initial code book to be given for learning. In 
addition, the range for influence in one learning 
cycle is one -dimen s i onal ly applied and reduced as the 
number of times of update increases. Furthermore, 
the initial value of gain coefficient k to be given 
for learning is set to a value within the range of 
0.3 to 1, and the coefficient value is decreased as 
the number of times of update increases. Thus, an 
accurate code book can be obtained, and the quality 
of a reconstructed image compressed/expanded using 
this code book can be improved. 
(11th Embodiment) 

In this embodiment, code books are made by 
learning and synthesized to make a new code book, 
thereby obtaining an accurate code book. Fig. 26 is 
an illustration showing a method of combining the 
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characteristic features of three code books A, B, and 
C obtained by optimization into one code book A + B + 
C . 

Referring to Fig. 26, the size of the code book A 
+ B + C (the number of code vectors) is, e.g., 1,024, 
like the single code book size of each of the code 
book A, B, and C. That is, patterns included in the- 
combined code book A + B + C are obtained by 
appropriately thinning and synthesizing patterns 
included in the individual code books A, B, and C. 

In this case, a code book obtained by the Kohonen 
self-organizing map has similar patterns existing 
close to each other on the map. For this reason, 
every second patterns are sequentially extracted from 
the upper left corner on the map of each of the code 
books A, B, and C and reconstructed into the new code 
book A + B + C . Thus, the new code book A + B + C i s 
made while preserving the characteristic feature of 
each of the code books A, B, and C. 

Fig. 27 is a graph showing the PSNR 
characteristic of an image obtained by executing 
vector quantization for images A 1 , B f , and C* using 
the code books A, B, .C, and A + B + C shown in 
Fig. 26 and then reconstructing the images. The 
images A 1 , B f , and C' are sample images used to make 
the single code books A, B, and C. 

As is apparent from Fig. 27, the single code 
books A, B, and C exhibit almost satisfactory results 
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for the sample images A 1 , B', and C used to make the 
code books, though no satisfactory result is obtained 
for an image of another type. For example, when the 
code book A is used, a satisfactory result is 
obtained for the sample image A', though no 
satisfactory result is obtained for the remaining 

images B 1 and C ' . 

To the contrary, the PSNR characteristic when the 
synthesized code book A + B + C is used is equivalent 
to the characteristic obtained when the single code 
books A, B, and C are used and also includes . all * the 
characteristics. When a code book is made by 
combining some characteristic images, a code book 
having versatility to various images can be made. 
For example, code books are made using images of 
human faces, landscapes, and characters and 
synthesized, a versatile code book can be made 
without increasing the size of the code book memory. 

In the above embodiment, three code books having 
the same size are combined into one code book. 
However, the number of code books is not limited to 
three, and two code books or three or more code books 
may be synthesized into one code book. Additionally, 
code books having different sizes may be synthesized 
into one code book. 
(12th Embodiment) 

To select the most similar code vector from a 
code book by vector quantization, calculation in an 
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enormous amount is necessary. For this reason, in 
designing hardware dedicated to vector quantization, 
an enormous hardware area is normally required for 
high-speed calculation. In the embodiment to be 
described below, high-speed calculation is realized 
without increasing the hardware scale. 

Fig. 28 is a block diagram for explaining the 
construction of a vector quantizing device which uses 
the Manhattan distance as a function for obtaining 
the similarity between two input vectors, which is 
expressed as a numerical value, and the sum of 
elements of vector data as the feature amount of an 
image, and the state wherein calculation is omitted. 
When the Manhattan distance is used as a similarity, 
the similarity increases as the distance decreases. 



First, the principle of calculation omission will 

be described. 

Let n be the number of dimensions (the number of 
elements) of vector data, and k be the total number 
of template vector (code vector) data in a code book 
storage section 81. At this time, when, for 

input vector data: I = I 2 , . . . , I R ) and 

template vector data: T a = (T nl , T b2 ,.., T an ) 

(m = 1, 2,..., k) 
the similarity between the input vector data I and 
the template vector data T m is defined using a 
Manhattan distance M represented by equation (1) 
below, operation of searching the template vector 
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data T most similar to the input vector data I 

Hk 

corresponds to operation of searching the value m 
when the distance M n is minimized in all Manhattan, 
distances M (m = 1, 2.,..., k) . 

SI 

M = Ell - T I (i = 1 to n) ...equation (1) 

m 1 i mi 

Note that a relation D m ^ M m holds between the 
Manhattan distance M n given by equation (1) and an 
absolute value D m of the difference between the sum of 
elements of the input vector data I and the sum of 
elements of the template vector data T m , which is 
given by equation (2) below. In this case, the 
following argument holds. 

D = |2l - ST. I (i = 1 to n) ...equation (2) 

m 1 i »i 

More specifically, assume that the Manhattan distance 
M between the input vector data I and the template 

m 

vector data T m in the code book storage section 81 is 
known. At this time, assume that when, for each of 
the input vector data I and template vector data T o in 
the code book storage section 81, which is different 
from the template vector data T B , the sum of elements 
is calculated, and an absolute value D o of the 
difference between the sums is calculated, D Q > M m 
holds . 

In this case, M o > M m always holds because of the 
above-described relation D m ^ M a . Hence, only 
calculation of the absolute difference value D o 
reveals that the template vector data T o is not 
similar to the input vector data I as compared to the 
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template vector data T , without calculating the 
Manhattan distance M m between the template vector data 
T q and the input vector data I. That is, the template 
vector data T q can be excluded from the search targets 

Only the above fact apparently indicates that 
even when the Manhattan distance M is not calculated 

0 

for the template vector data T , processing related to 
search does not decrease as long as the absolute 
difference value D need be calculated. However, in 

0 ' 

calculation of the absolute difference value D , the 

0 9 

sum 2 T . (the second term of the right-hand side of 

mi 

equation (2) ) of elements as the feature amount of 
the template vector data T can be calculated in 
advance and stored in a feature amount storage 
sect ion 8 2 . 

Hence, the absolute difference value D can be 
calculated only by calculating the feature amount of 
the input vector data I and calculating the 
difference between the calculated feature amount and 
the feature amount stored in the feature amount 
storage section 82. In addition, the feature amount 
of the input vector data I can be calculated by one 
calculation for one input vector data. For this 
reason, the absolute difference value D o can be 
calculated in a much smaller calculation amount than 
that for calculation of the Manhattan distance M . 

0 

Note that use of the sum of elements of vector 
data as a feature amount is equivalent to use of the 



- 93 - 



average value of elements. This is because the 
average value of elements is a value obtained by 
dividing the sum of elements by the number of 
element s . 

A detail description will be made below with 

reference to Fig, 28. 

Referring to Fig. 28, the input vector data I and 
the template vector data T 2 , T,, T 4 , . . . in the code 

book storage section 81 are, for example, 
six-dimensional vector data, though they can have an 
arbitrary number of dimensions. The feature . amount 
storage section 82 stores the feature amounts (e.g., 
the sums of elements) IT,, £T 2 , ST 3 , 2T,,... of the 
template vector data T x , T 2 , T j7 T 4 , . . . stored in the 
code book storage section 81. 

Referring to Fig. 28, the template vector data T L , 
t T T in the code book storage section 81 and 

2 ' 3 ' 4 ' 

the feature amounts ST,, £T 2 , It,, 2T,,... in the 
feature amount storage section 82 located immediately 
on the left side correspond to each other. More 
specifically, the feature amount of the template 
vector data T x is ET,, and the feature amount of the 
template vector data T 2 is ET 2 ,.... The data in the 
code book storage section 81 and feature amount 
storage section 82 are sequentially read out in 
accordance with an address from an address counter 88. 

A Manhattan distance calculating section 83 
obtains the Manhattan distance M (m = 1 to k) between 
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each template vector data T m represented by d2 
transferred from the code book storage section 81 and 
the input vector data I represented by dl and outputs 
Manhattan distance data represented by d3 . A minimum 
Manhattan distance storage section 84 stores a 
minimum distance minM of the previously calculated 
Manhattan distances M in accordance with update 

m 

control by a calculation omission determining section 
87 . 

When calculation for one input vector data I and 
all template vector data T m is ended, template vector 
data corresponding to the distance stored in the 
minimum Manhattan distance storage section 84 is data 
most similar to the input vector data I. An address 
minA of the most similar template vector data (with 
the shortest distance) is supplied from the address 
counter 88 to a minimum distance address storage 
section 89 and stored in accordance with update 
control by the calculation omission determining 
section 8 7 . 

Hence, when processing for one input vector data 
I is ended, the address stored in the minimum 
distance address storage section 89 corresponds to 
the code number of the block. This code number can 
be output every time processing for one input vector 
data I is ended. Alternatively, the code numbers may 
be output together when processing for the entire 
image is ended. 
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A feature amount calculating section 85 
calculates the sum of elements of the input vector 
data I and outputs the result. While calculation for 
obtaining the similarity for at least the same input 
vector data I is being performed, the calculated 
feature amount is kept stored. A feature amount 
difference calculating section 86 calculates the 
difference between a feature amount d4 of the input 
vector data I, which is obtained by the feature 
amount calculating section 85, and a feature amount 
d5 of the template vector data T ffl , which is read "out 
from the feature amount storage section 82, and 
outputs the difference. 

The calculation omission determining section 87 
determines whether the Manhattan distance between the 
template vector data T m and the input vector data I 
need be calculated, using a minimum Manhattan 
distance d6 obtained so far, which is output from the 
minimum Manhattan distance storage section 84, and a 
feature amount difference d7 calculated by the 
feature amount difference calculating section 86. 

The calculation omission determining section 87 
sends the determination result to the Manhattan 
distance calculating section 83 to omit unnecessary 
calculation and also outputs a predetermined control 
signal to the minimum Manhattan distance storage 
section 84, address counter 88, and minimum distance 
address storage section 89 to control to update their 
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content s . 

The contents of the address counter 88 are 
updated every time one processing is ended. However, 
the contents of the minimum Manhattan distance 
storage section 84 and minimum distance address 
storage section 89 are updated only when 
predetermined conditions are satisfied. The control 
signal to a Manhattan distance calculating section 
202 is not always necessary when the value of an 
address counter 208 is incremented before the read of 
the template vector data. 

The procedure of vector quantization of the 
vector quantizing device having the above 
construction will be described next. Omission of 
calculation will be described simultaneously. 

1) First, the feature amount of the input .vector 
data I is calculated by the feature amount 
calculating section 85, and the result is stored. 
For one input vector data I, one calculation of the 
feature amount suffices. 

2) Next, the Manhattan distance M l between the 
input vector data I and the first template vector 
data T in the code book storage section 81 is 
calculated by the Manhattan distance calculating 
section 83. The calculation result is given by 
equation (3) below. At this stage, since only one 
Manhattan distance is calculated, the minimum 
Manhattan distance minM currently known is M- . Hence, 



- 97 - 




this Manhattan distance is stored in the minimum 
Manhattan distance storage section 84. 

M = 2 | I. - T n l (i = 1 to 6) = 70 ...equation (3) 

3) An absolute value D 2 of the difference between 
the feature amount ST 2 of the second template vector 
data T in the feature amount storage section 82 and 
the feature amount (265 in this example) of the input 
vector data I, which is stored in the feature amount 
calculating section 85, is obtained by the feature 
amount difference calculating section 86. The 
calculation result is given by. 

D = I El. - ST.. | (i = 1 to 6) = 4 ...equation (4) 

4) On the basis of the absolute value D 2 of the 
feature amount difference obtained by procedure 3) 
and the minimum Manhattan distance minM currently 
known, the calculation omission determining section 
87 determines whether the Manhattan distance M 2 
between the second template vector data T 2 and the 
input vector data I need be calculated. In this case, 
since D < minM (= M ) , calculation of the Manhattan 
distance M between the second template vector data T 2 
and the input vector data I cannot be omitted. 

5) Since it is determined by procedure 4) that 
the Manhattan distance M 2 between the second template 
vector data T 2 and the input vector data I need be 
calculated, the Manhattan distance calculating 
section 83 executes this calculation. The 
calculation result is M 2 = 22. Since this is smaller 
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than the Manhattan distance minM (= M { ) currently 
known, the value minM is updated to M 2 . Hence, minM = 
M 2 . That is, the minimum Manhattan distance storage 
section 84 stores the Manhattan distance M 2 related to 
the second template vector data T 2 . 

6) An absolute value D 3 of the difference between 
the feature amount 2T 3 of the third template vector 
data T 3 in the feature amount storage section 82 and 
the feature amount of the input vector data I, which 
is stored in the feature amount calculating section 
85, is obtained by the feature amount difference" 
calculating section 86. The calculation result is D 3 
= 46 . 

7) On the basis of the absolute value D 3 of the 
feature amount difference obtained by procedure 6) 
and the minimum Manhattan distance minM currently 
known, the calculation omission determining section 
87 determines whether the Manhattan distance M 3 
between the third template vector data T 3 and the 
input vector data I need be calculated. In this case 
since D 3 > minM (= M 2 ) , calculation of the Manhattan 
distance M 3 between the third template vector data T 3 
and the input vector data I can be omitted. 

8) Since it is determined by procedure 7) that 
calculation of the Manhattan distance M 3 between the 
third template vector data T 3 and the input vector 
data I can be omitted, this calculation is omitted. 
An absolute value D, of the difference between the 
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feature amount Z T, of the fourth template vector data 
T and the feature amount of the input vector data I 

4 

is calculated by the feature amount difference 
calculating section 86. The calculation result is D 4 
= 157 . 

9) On the basis of the absolute value D 4 of the 
feature amount difference obtained by procedure 8) 
and the minimum Manhattan distance minM currently 
known, the calculation omission determining section 
87 determines whether the Manhattan distance M 4 
between the fourth template vector data T 4 and the 
input vector data I need be calculated. In this case, 
since D > minM (= MJ , calculation of the Manhattan 
distance M 4 between the fourth template vector data T 4 
and the input vector data I can also be omitted. 

10) The same processing as described above is 
repeated until m = k . 

Fig. 29 is a flow chart showing the 
above-described procedure of vector quantization 
processing of this embodiment. This flow chart will 
be described below. 

Referring to Fig. 29, first in step S41, the 
input vector data I is input. In step S42, the sum 
of elements (feature amount) of the input vector data 
I is calculated, and the result is stored. 

In step S43, the numbers (addresses) of template 
vector data to be searched are initialized to m = 1 
and minA = 1, and simultaneously, the value of the 
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currently known minimum absolute difference value 
minM is initialized to °o . In step S44, it is 
determined whether the value of the address counter m 
exceeds the number k of template vector data. If NO 
in step S44, the flow advances to step S45. 

In step S45, the absolute value D m of the 
difference between the feature amount stored in 
advance for the template vector data T m to be searched 
and the feature amount of the input vector data I, 
which is stored as a result of calculation, is 
obtained. It is determined in step .S46 whether the 
calculated absolute difference value D m is equal to or 
larger than the value of the minimum Manhattan 
distance minM currently known. 

If YES in step S46, the value of the address 
counter m is incremented in step S50, and the flow 
returns to processing in step S44. If NO in step S46, 
the flow advances to step S47 . to calculate the 
Manhattan distance M between the input vector data I 
and the template vector data T m to be searched. 

It is determined in step S48 whether the 
calculated Manhattan distance M m is equal to or larger 
than the current minimum Manhattan distance minM. If 
YES in step S48, the value of the address counter m 
is incremented in step S50, and the flow returns to 
processing in step S44. If NO in step S48, the flow 
advances to step S49. 

In step S49, the value of the minimum Manhattan 
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distance minM is updated to the calculated Manhattan 
distance M , and the number (address) of the searched 



template vector data is recorded in the minimum 
distance address storage section 89. After the value 
of the address counter m is incremented in step S50, 
the flow returns to processing in step S44. 

As described in the above procedures, when the 
vector quantizing device having the construction 
shown in Fig. 28 is used, in searching the template 
vector data most similar to the input vector data I, 
the similarity calculation necessary for the. search 
can be reduced, and high-speed calculation can be 
reali zed . 

Referring to Fig. 28, the template vector data T L , 
T , T , T , . . . in the code book storage section 81 are 

2 3 4 

arranged in an arbitrary order. However, they may be 
arranged in descending order of feature amounts. 
When the template vector data are arranged in the 
order of feature amounts, template vector data can be 
easily searched from template vector data having a 
feature amount closest to that of the input vector 
data I. Since two vector data having feature amounts 
close to each other tend to have large similarity, 
similarity calculation can be further omitted by 
searching from template vector data closest to that 
of the input vector data. 

In this embodiment, each vector data to be 
processed by the vector quantizing device is 



m 
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six-dimensional data. However, the number of 
dimensions of each vector data can be arbitrary. 

The vector quantizing device shown in Fig. 28 can 
be implemented by dedicated hardware or software by a 
program on a computer. When it is implemented by 
hardware, the newly provided feature amount 
calculating section 85, feature amount difference 
calculating section 86, and calculation omission 
determining section 87 do not require a large 
hardware area. 

In the above embodiment, the feature amount of 
vector data is not limited to the sum of elements of 
the vector data. For example, to use the variance of 
vector data, the feature amount calculating section 
85 and calculation omission determining section 87 
are modified for variance calculation. When the 
function for obtaining similarity is to be changed to 
a function for obtaining a value other than the 
Manhattan distance, e.g., the Euclidean distance, the 
Manhattan distance calculating section 83, minimum 
Manhattan distance storage section 84, and 
calculation omission determining section 87 are 

modi f ied . 
(13th Embodiment) 

In the 13th embodiment, an example in which image 
data is used as the input to a vector quantizing 
device according to the 12th embodiment, and the 
vector quantizing device of the above embodiment is 
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applied. to an image compressing device will be 
described with reference to Figs. 30 and 31. A 
general example of image compression using the vector 
quantizing device will be described first with 
reference to Fig. 30. 

Referring to Fig. 30, an original image 91 to be 
input is formed from a number of elements called 
pixels. Each pixel has information such as a 
luminance value or color difference signal. An input 
image block 92 is a. block formed from pixels and 
extracted from the input, image 91. In the example 
shown in Fig. 30, a 4 X 4 pixel size is selected as 
the size of the input image block 92, though an 
arbitrary size can be selected. 

Since the input image block 92 has pixels, as 
described above, the luminance values of the pixels 
can be collected as vector data. This corresponds to 
input vector data I of the vector quantizing device 
described with reference to Fig. 28. 

Some input image blocks in the input image 91 
sometimes appear to be almost equal to each other due 
to the human visual characteristic. Such input image 
blocks that look equal can be represented by a 
smaller number of image blocks. An image block code 
book 93 has image blocks (template vector data) each 
representing a number of input image blocks on the 
input image 91. Template vector data has, as vector 
data, the luminance of the pixels in each image block 
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in the image block code book 93. 

The vector quantizing device segments the entire 
input image 91 into image blocks and searches the 
code book 93 for template vector data similar to each 
input image block 92 as input vector data. The image 
can be compressed by transferring only the numbers of 
corresponding template vector data. To reconstruct 
the compressed image and obtain a reconstructed image 
94, template vector data corresponding to the 
transferred numbers are read out from the code book 
93 and applied to the image . 

In this embodiment, after the input vector data 
represented by the image block 92 is extracted from 
the input image 91, when the Manhattan distance is 
used as a function for obtaining similarity, and the 
sum of elements of vector data is used as a feature 
amount, the procedure of vector quantization is the 
same as in the above-described 12th embodiment (a 
detailed description of the procedure will be 
omitted) . Hence, in searching template vector data 
similar to the input vector data, calculation related 
to the search can be reduced, so high-speed image 
compression can be performed. 

Fig. 31 is a graph showing how much the Manhattan 
distance calculation can be reduced by executing the 
vector quantization operation for image data by the 
above method. Fig. 31 shows the ratios of template 
vector data in various template vector data groups, 
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for which the Manhattan distance must be calculated, 
when pictures of outdoor landscape, pictures of 
indoor landscape, and pictures of human figures are 
used as input images. 

As is apparent from Fig. 31, the ratio of 
template vector data in the template vector data 
groups, for which the Manhattan distance from the 
input vector data must be calculated, is about 14% or 
less, indicating the usefulness of this embodiment. 

In the above example, the luminance values of 
pixels are used as vector data. Not only the 
luminance values but also any other information of 
each pixel, which is represented as a numerical value, 
can be used as vector data. In addition, after the 
input image block 92 is extracted from the input 
image 91, the image data may be subjected to various 
conversion operations, represented by discrete cosine 
transform, and then, vector data may be prepared from 
the converted image and input to the vector 
quantizing device. 

If the input vector data is image data, use of 
the sum of elements of vector data as a feature 
amount is equivalent to use of a DC component 
obtained by frequency-dividing the image data. This 
is because the DC component is obtained by 
multiplying the sum of elements of vector data by a 
certain coefficient . 
(14th Embodiment) 
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When image data is used as the input to the 
vector quantizing device described in the 12th 
embodiment, a characteristic unique to the image can 
be used as a feature amount of vector data. In this 
embodiment, a feature amount unique to image data 
when the image data is used as the input to the 
vector quantizing device will be described, and the 
fact that the calculation amount of vector 
quantization processing can be reduced by combining 
some feature amounts will be described below. 

A problem which arises when a Manhattan distance 
is used as a function for calculating similarity of 
image data, and the sum of vector elements is used as 
a feature amount will be described first with 
reference to Fig. 32. Referring to Fig. 32, an image 
block 101 corresponding to input vector data is 
almost equal to an image block 102 corresponding to 
template vector data. On the other hand, an image 
block 103 corresponding to another template vector 
data is vertically and horizontally inverted from the 
image block 101 corresponding to the input vector 
data, so the two image blocks are apparently 
different at all. 

Actually, when the luminance values of pixels of 
the input image block 101 and template image blocks 
102 and 103 are extracted, and the 'Manhattan 
distances are calculated using the luminance values 
as vector data, the template image block 103 is less 
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similar to the input image block 101 than another 



However, the sums of elements of vector data as 
the feature amounts are the same for the two template 
image blocks 102 and 103. This means that when only 
the sum of elements of vector data is used as a 
feature amount, many wasteful similarity calculations 
remain . 

To solve this problem, a means which uses the sum 
of elements after some of the elements of vector data 
are operated to invert the density pattern of the 
pixels is used as a feature amount is available. 

Fig. 33 shows a change in image block when the 
density pattern of some elements of vector data is 
inverted. An initial image block 111 is operated 
using three inverted patterns 112 to 114 such . that 
the density pattern of pixels at the solid portions 
is inverted, thereby obtaining inverted image blocks 
115 to 117. When the density pattern of one image is 
inverted using the different inverted patterns 112 to 
114, sums 118 to 120 of the luminance values of the 
pixels of the inverted image blocks 115 to 117 are 
different although the initial image block is single. 

Fig. 34 is an illustration showing an example in 
which although the sums of elements of vector data 
are equal, when some of the elements of the data 
compressing device are operated such that the density 
pattern of the pixels is inverted, and then the sums 
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template image block 102. 




of the elements of vector data are calculated as 



feature amounts, the feature amounts have a 



difference . 



Referring to Fig. 34, the sums of the 



luminance values of initial image blocks 121 and 122 
are equal. Hence, when the sums of elements of 
vector data, i.e., the sums of luminance values of 
pixels in the blocks are used as feature amounts,, the 
image blocks cannot be discriminated from each other. 

For such two initial image blocks 121 and 122, 
when the density pattern of the solid portion of the 
same inverted pattern 123 is inverted, and sums 126 
and 127 of luminance values of pixels in inverted 
image blocks 124 and 125 are calculated, the sums 
have different values. 

This embodiment uses the above facts to further 
decrease wasteful Manhattan distance calculation. 
More specifically, as is apparent from the above 
examples, similarity calculation that cannot be 
omitted using a certain feature amount may be omitted 
using another feature amount. In this case, when two 
or more different feature amounts are used, the 
calculation amount can be. further decreased. 

More specifically, a method using feature amounts 
in two steps, in which the range for similarity 
calculation is narrowed down from template vector 
data using a certain feature amount, and then, the 
range is further narrowed down using another feature 
amount, or a method simultaneously using two feature 
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amounts, in which a feature amount that exhibits a 
larger difference is used to determine calculation 
omission, can be used. 

When an input image block is extracted from an 
image as an input to the vector quantizing device, 
some feature amounts unique to the image are 
available in addition to the above-described "sum of 
vector data after some elements of the vector data 
are operated such that the density pattern of pixels 
is inverted". A method using information of pixels 
at the four corners of an image block as feature 
amounts and a method using a change in pixel value on 
the image block as a feature amount will be described 
below . 

First, the method using information of pixels at 
the four corners of an image block as feature amounts 
will be described. When an image block is extracted 
from an input image whose pixel value smoothly 
changes in a predetermined direction in the block, 
feature amounts can be obtained from the four corners 
of the image block. Fig. 35 shows illustrations for 
explaining the method using the four corners of an 
image block as feature amounts. 

Referring to Fig. 35(a), an image block 131 has 
luminance which changes to gradually become bright 
from the lower right corner to the upper left corner. 
When four corners 133 are extracted from this image 
block 131, and the luminance values of the four 
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pixels of the four corners are compared, the 
direction in which the luminance of the image block 
131 changes can be grasped. 

An image block 132 and its four corners 134 have 
a pixel value change direction different from the 
above example. The luminance changes to gradually 
become bright from the right side to the left side of 
the image block. The arrows in the four corners 133 
and 134 indicate the ascending direction of luminance 
values of pixels. A pixel near the arrow point has a 
large luminance value. When luminance values have no 
difference, their relationship is indicated by a line 
segment . 

When the magnitudes of luminance values are 
compared between the pixels at the four corners of an 
image block and determined, the characteristic 
feature of the image block can be known. There are 
various luminance change patterns between the pixels 
at the four corners. These patterns are numbered and 
used as feature amounts. More specifically, as shown 
in Fig. 35(b), luminance change patterns between the 
pixels at the four corners can be numbered, and the 
numbers can be incorporated in the vector quantizing 
device of this embodiment as feature amounts. 

Although the size of the image block shown in 
Fig. 35 is 4 X 4 pixels, the size can be arbitrary. 
In addition, although a luminance value is used as a 
pixel value, another pixel value (e.g., a chrominance 
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signal value) may be used. 

Next, the method using a change in pixel value on 
an image block as a feature amount will be described. 
When image blocks are extracted from an input image, 
some image blocks have similar changes in pixel value 
Fig. 36 is an illustration showing two image blocks 
141 and 142 in which the period and rate of a change 
in pixel value are the same. In these image blocks 
141 and 142, the pixel value changes only in the 
horizontal direction. 

The horizontal change in pixel value of .the image 
block 141 equals to that obtained by multiplying the 
horizontal change in pixel value of the other image 
block 142 by a predetermined coefficient to suppress 
the amplitude of change. This is called a state 
wherein the pixel value change modes on the image 
blocks 141 and 142 are the same- 
There are a number of pixel value change modes on 
an image block, and the change modes can be numbered 
and used as feature amounts. More specifically, each 
pixel value change mode can be numbered, and the 
number can be incorporated in the vector quantizing 
device of this embodiment as a feature amount. 

Although the size of the image block shown in 
Fig. 36 is also 4X4 pixels, the size can be 
arbitrary. 

Finally, the construction of the vector 
quantizing device according to the 14th embodiment, 
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which uses, as a first feature amount, a change in 
pixel value on the image block, i.e., a numbered 
change mode on an image block, and as a second 
feature amount, the sum of pixel values on the image 
block, i.e., the sum of elements of vector data will 
be described with reference to Fig. 37. The same 
reference numerals as in Fig. 28 denote the same 
blocks in Fig. 37. In this case, similarity is 
calculated on the basis of a Manhattan distance. 
Referring to Fig. 37, each vector data is visually 
expressed as a corresponding image block. 

Input vector data I is classified in accordance 
with the first feature amount, i.e., the pixel value 
change mode on the image block. More specifically, a 
change mode determining section 151 outputs data d8 
representing the template number corresponding to the 
pixel value change mode on the image block as the 
first feature amount of the input vector data I on 
the basis of vector data information stored in a 
feature template storage section 152 in which typical 
vector data of pixel value change modes are collected. 

Each of a code book storage section 81 for 
storing template vector data and a feature amount 
storage section 82 for storing the sums of elements 
of vector data as the second feature amounts of the 
template vector data stores data arranged for each 
type of first feature amount. In the example shown 
in Fig. 37, since the first feature amount of the 
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input vector data I is determined as "2", only a 
portion 153 corresponding to the first feature amount 
"2" is selected from the code book storage section 81 
and feature amount storage section 82, and the 
remaining portions fall outside the search range. 

For only the portion 153 corresponding to the 
first feature amount "2" in the code book storage 
section 81 and feature amount storage section 82, 
template vector data is searched for according to the 
same procedure as in the 12th embodiment. More 
specifically, the second feature amount of the' input 
vector data I is calculated by a feature amount 
calculating section 85. Using a result d4 and a 
feature amount d5 in the feature amount storage 
section 82, a feature amount difference calculating 
section 86 and calculation omission determining 
section 87 determine particular template vector data 
corresponding to the first feature amount "2" in the 
code book storage section 81, for which Manhattan 
distance calculation is unnecessary. 

As described above, according to the 14th 
embodiment, the calculation amount can be further 
omitted, as compared to the 12th embodiment in which 
a single feature amount is used. This is because 
template vector data as search targets are limited in 
advance using the first feature amount, and the 
search targets are further narrowed down using the 
second feature amount. This allows omission of more 
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calculations , as compared to a case wherein only one 
feature amount is used, and calculation can be 
performed at a higher speed. 

When the template vector data are 
two-dimensionally arrayed not only in accordance with 
the first feature amount but also in the descending 
order of magnitudes of the second feature amounts, 
search can be started from template vector data whose 
second feature amount is similar to that of the input 
vector data I. Hence, template vector data similar 
to the input vector data I can be more efficiently 
searched for . 

In the example shown in Fig. 37, the image block 
size is 4 X 4 pixels, i.e., the image block is 
represented by 1-6- dime ns ional vector data. However, 
this size is arbitrary. 
(15th Embodiment) 

Fig. 38 is a block diagram showing the 
construction of a data compressing/expanding system 
according to the 15th embodiment. According to this 
embodiment, in a data compressing/expanding system 
using vector quantization, a system for holding a 
code book used for data compression/expansion is 
independently prepared. 

Referring to Fig. 38, a code-boo k- s cheme 
compressing system 161 is a device for comprising 
externally input or stored data using the code book 
scheme. A code book server system 162 comprises a 
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code book storage unit 171, code book management unit 
172, code book registering unit 173, and code book 
making unit 174 and has a function of transferring a 
code book in response to a request from the 
compressing/ expanding system . 

As a code book used in the data compression 
process in the code-book-scheme compressing system 
161, a code book 165 transferred from the code book 
server 162 through a network 164 is used. For the 
type of necessary code book, a code book request 163 
is transmitted to the code book server 162 through 

the network 164. 

The code book server 162 executes the following 
operation as a response to the code book request 163. 
More specifically, the code book management unit 172 
searches for the data of a code book matching the 
request from the code books stored in the code book 
storage'unit 171 and transmits the data to the 
code-book-scheme compressing system 161 through the 
network 164. Note that in the code book storage unit 
171, several code books are registered and stored in 
advance by the code book registering unit 173. 

If the code book storage unit 171 has no code 
book matching the request, the code book making unit 
174 makes a code book matching the request from the 
most similar code book. At this time, a code book 
can be made on the basis of a code book stored in the 
code book storage unit 171, or a new code book may be 
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made . 



Compressed data generated by the code-book-scheme 
compressing system 161 using the code book 165 
transferred in the above way is transmitted to a 
code-book-scheme expanding system 167 through a 
network 16 6. 

As a code book used in the data expansion process 
in the code-boo k- s cheme expanding system 167, a code 
book 170 transferred from the code book server 162 is 
used. For the type of necessary code book, a code 
book request 168 is transmitted to the code book 
server 162 through a network 169. 

For the contents requested by the 
code -boo k- s cheme expanding system 167 f the request 
contents generated by the code-boo k- s cheme 
compressing system 161 can be received together with 
the compressed data and used. Alternatively, the 
request contents may be uniquely generated by the 
code-book-scheme expanding system 167. Different 
code books can be used on the compressing and 
expanding sides. 

The code book server 162 executes the following 
operation as a response to the code book request 168. 
More specifically, the code book management unit 172 
searches for the data of a code book matching the 
request from the code books stored in the code book 
storage unit 171 and transmits the data to the 
code-book-scheme expanding system 167 through the 
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network 169. 

If no code book matching the request is present, 
the code book making unit 174 makes a code book 
matching the request from the most similar code book. 
At this time, a code book can be made on the basis of 
a code book stored in the code book storage unit 171, 
or a new code book may be made. 

As described above, in this embodiment, the code 
book server 162 for holding code books used for data 
compression/expansion by vector quantization is 
independently prepared. In addition, the code book 
server 162, data compressing system 161 (data 
transmitting side) , and data expanding system 167 
(data receiving side) are connected to each other 
through networks represented by analog telephone 
lines, digital lines, Internet dedicated lines, and 
communicat ion lines. 

When a code book dispersion request is supplied 
from each of the data compressing system 161 and data 
expanding system 167 to the code book server 162, the 
code book server 162 instantaneously transmits a code 
book through the network. 

With this construction, each of the data 
compressing and expanding systems need not hold any 
code book, and when the code book is updated, data in 
the code book server 162 only need be updated, so a 
very simple data transfer system can be implemented. 
In addition, the latest code book can always be 
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rece ived from the code book server 162, and a high 
data quality can be maintained. 
(16th embodiment) 

In the 16th embodiment, an application example of 
the above-described embodiments in which after vector 
quantization in frame (space direction vector 
quantization) is executed in units of frames, the 
obtained code numbers are rearranged, and vector 
quantization between frames (time-axis vector 
quantization) is executed will be described below. 

In the above-described second to sev.enth 
embodiment's, code numbers after space direction 
vector quantization are extracted from each frame one 
by one and rearranged in the order of frame images, 
thereby generating a new vector (time-axis vector). 
To the contrary, in the 16th embodiment, the number 
of code numbers to be extracted from one frame is not 
one, and instead, code. numbers are extracted from 
eiach frame to generate a new time-axis vector. 

Fig. 39 is a data flow chart for explaining a 
space direction code number reconstruction method 
according to this embodiment. As shown in Fig. 3.9, 
each frame of an original image is subjected to space 
direction vector quantization (SDVQ) processing in 
units of macroblocks each having 4X4 pixels, and 
each macroblock is replaced with a code number 
corresponding to a space direction code vector. In 
the example shown in Fig. 39, the macroblock at the 
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right corner of a certain frame is replaced with code 
number "30", and three macroblocks around the 
macroblock are replaced with code numbers "15", "10", 
and "20", respectively. 

When such space direction vector quantization 
processing is performed for each frame (four frames 
in the example shown in Fig. 39), code numbers of 
blocks represented by the same address are extracted, 
from each frame image which is expressed by the code 
numbers in the space direction code book, in units of 
2X2, e.g., four blocks and rearranged in the order 
of frame images. Thus, the code numbers of four 
blocks having the same address, which are dispersed 
in the time-axis direction, are expressed together as 
one time-axis vector data string, i.e., one 
macroblock for time-axis direction vector 
quantization (TDVQ) . 

Fig. 40 is a data flow chart showing the flow of 
data in compression when the space direction code 
number reconstruction manner according to this 
embodiment is applied to the above-described second 
embodiment. Figs. 41 and 42 are block diagrams 
showing the constructions of data compressing and 
expanding system in that case. Fig. 40 is the same 
as in the second embodiment shown in Fig. 11 except 
the number of frames as compression targets is four, 
and the code number reconstruction manner is 
different, and a detailed description thereof will be 
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omitted . 

Referring to Fig. 41, in the data compressing 
system of this embodiment, a space direction code 
reconstruction method specifying section 181 is added 
to the data compressing system according to the 
second embodiment shown in Fig. 9. Referring to 
Fig. 42, in the data expanding system of this 
embodiment, a space direction code rearrangement 
method specifying section. 182 is added to the data 
expanding system of the second embodiment shown in 
Fig. 10. 

* 

The space direction code reconstruction method 
specifying section 181 specifies whether one code 
number is to be extracted from one frame, or four 
code numbers are to be extracted from each frame in 
rearranging space direction code numbers to generate 
a new time-axis vector. In other words, the space 
direction code reconstruction method specifying 
section 181 specifies whether the series of 
processing operations of vector quantization are to 
be executed in accordance with the flow shown in 
Fig. 11 or the flow shown in Fig. 40. 

Conversely, the space direction code 
rearrangement method specifying section 182 specifies 
whether one code number is to be extracted in 
according with one time-axis code number, or four 
code vectors are to be extracted in extracting a code 
vector corresponding to a time-axis code number from 
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a time-axis code book. To, specify this, a 
corresponding rearrangement method is specified in 
accordance with which reconstruction method is 
specified by the space direction code reconstruction 
method specifying section 181. 

Figs. 43 and 44 are data flow charts showing the 
flow of data in compression when the space direction 
code number reconstruction manner according to this 
embodiment is applied to the third and fourth 
embodiments. Figs. 43 and 44 are the same as in the 
third and fourth embodiments shown in Figs. 12 and 13 

* 

except the number of frames as compression targets is 
five, and the code number reconstruction manner is 
different, and a detailed description thereof will be 
omitted. 

Fig. 45 is a block diagram showing the 
construction of a data compressing system when the - 
space direction code number reconstruction manner of 
the 16th embodiment is applied to the above-described 
seventh embodiment. Referring to Fig. 45, in the 
data compressing system of this embodiment, the space 
direction code reconstruction method specifying 
section 181 and space direction DC component 
reconstruction method specifying section 183 are 
added to the data compressing system of the seventh 
embodiment shown in Fig. 15. 

The space direction code reconstruction method 
specifying section 181 is the same as in Fig. 41. 
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The space direction DC component reconstruction 
method specifying section 183 specifies, for each 
frame image expressed by only the minimum luminance 
value of each block, whether one DC component is to 
be extracted from one frame, or four DC components 
are to be extracted from each frame in rearranging 
the data values of blocks represented by the same 
address in the order of frame images to generate a 
new time-axis vector. 

As described above, in the 16th embodiment, space 
direction code numbers or DC components .are 
rearranged by a specified method, and a new time-axis 
vector can be generated by extracting code numbers or 
DC components from each frame. This allows time-axis 
vector quantization in units of blocks which are put 
together in the space direction to some extent. 
Hence, the quality of a reconstructed image can be 
further improved while maintaining a high compression 
ratio . 

In the above example, four space direction code 
numbers are extracted from each of the four frames in 
units of 2 X 2 blocks to generate one macroblock of a 
time-axis vector. However, nine code numbers may be 
extracted from each of the four frames in units of 3 
X 3 blocks. Additionally, the manner the space 
direction code number macroblocks are extracted or 
the number of frames as compression targets can be 
arbitrarily set. 
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Fig. 46 is a table showing the relationships 
between compression ratios and space direction code 
number reconstruction methods set in various ways. 
As is apparent from Fig. 46, setting on the lower 
side of the table shown in Fig. 46 can achieve a 
higher compression ratio. 
(17th Embodiment) 

The 17th embodiment of the present invention will 
be described next. In the 17th embodiment, the 
above-described eighth embodiment is further improved 

Fig. 47 is a block diagram showing the 

* 

construction of a data compressing system according 
to this embodiment. The same reference numerals as 
in Fig. 17 as the eighth embodiment denote the same 
blocks in Fig. 47. 

Referring to Fig. 47, an image input section 61 
is a unit for continuously receiving images. In this 
case, for example, 30 images each having 640 X 480 
pixels each having 8-bit RGB grayscale are received 
per sec. An image processing section 191 converts 
the RGB image signals received from the image input 
section 61 into image signals each formed from a 
luminance signal (Y signal) and chrominance signals 
(U and V signals). With this processing, the 
information amount can be more efficiently decreased 
by vector quantization later. Although the 
description of the eighth embodiment shown in Fig. 17 
does not mention such processing, similar processing 
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can be performed. 

In a code book storage section 62, a number of 
pattern images (code vectors) each formed from, e.g., 
a 4 X 4 pixel block are registered. Each block is 
assigned a unique code number. These code vectors 
are arranged in the descending order of, e.g., the 
magnitudes of feature amounts to be described later 
(to be referred to as ascending order hereinafter, 
which starts from, e.g., address 0 representing a 
code vector having a minimum feature amount) . 

A compression section 63 using the .code book 
scheme executes space direction vector quantization 
processing described in the eighth embodiment for 
each image obtained by the image processing section 
191. More specifically, for each macroblock included 
in the original image, a code vector whose pattern is 
most similar to the macroblock is selected from a 
number of code vectors registered in the code book 
storage section 62, and a code number corresponding 
to the code vector is output. In processing an image 
having 640 X 480 pixels, 19,200 blocks are extracted 
and processed, and therefore, the number of code 
numbers output is also 19,200. 

A code string storage section 64 stores a code 
number string output by processing a frame image at 
time t by the compression section 63 using the code 
book scheme. A feature amount correlation ratio 
calculation section 192 calculates the feature 
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amounts (e.g., average values) of the code vector 
read out from the code book storage section 62 on the 
basis of the code number string of the image at the 
time t (previous frame), which is stored in the code 
string storage section 64, and the code vector 
selected as a code vector having the most similar as 
a result of space direction vector quantization for 
an image at the next time (t + 1) (current frame), 
and calculates the correlation ratio in feature 
amount of code vector between the macroblocks 
represented by the same address. 

An output section 66 determines data to be output 
to a medium 67 (a communication channel such as a 
network or a recording medium) on the basis of the 
correlation value of the feature amount, which is 
supplied from the feature amount correlation ratio 
calculation section 192. More specifically, when the 
correlation value of the feature amount obtained for 
the address of a certain macroblock is smaller than a 
predetermined threshold value, the address and a 
corresponding code number in the current frame, which 
is supplied from the compression section 63 using the 
code book scheme, are output to the medium 67. On 
the other hand, when the correlation value obtained 
for the address of the given macroblock is larger 
than a predetermined threshold value, the address and 
a corresponding code number are not output to the 
medium 67 (nothing is output). In this case, the 
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expanding side uses the image reconstructed in the 
previous frame for the macroblock, as described in 
the eighth embodiment. 

In this case, of macroblocks between adjacent 
frames at the same position in the time-axis 
direction, for a macroblock having small correlation 
between the frames, the address and code number are 
defined as transmission data, and for a macroblock 
having large correlation, nothing is transmitted. 
However, the format of transmission data is not 
limited to this example. 

For example, for a position where correlation is 
smaller relative to the previous frame, " 1 " is set at 
the start and transmitted, followed by a code number. 
On the other hand, for a position where correlation 
is large, only "0" can be set and transmitted. In 
this construction, the expanding side can identify a 
block for which a code number is sent and a block for 
which nothing is sent by checking whether the value 
at the start of transmission data sent for each 
macroblock is "1" or "0". 

Alternatively, for a position where correlation 
is smaller relative to the previous frame, only the 
code number may be defined as transmission data. On 
the other hand, for a position where correlation is 
large, only "0" may be defined as transmission data. 
In this construction, the expanding side can identify 
a block for which a code number is sent and a block 
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for which nothing is sent by checking whether the 
value at the start of transmission data sent for each 
macroblock is "0". 

In all of the above-described three patterns of 
transmission data formats, Huffman coding or 
run-length coding can be executed for the 
transmission data generated in accordance with the 
correlation ratio. This further compresses the 
information amount. 

As described above, in this embodiment, space 
direction vector quantization processing .is performed 
for each of frame images. Between macroblocks in 
adjacent frames at the same position in the time-axis 
direction, the feature amounts of selected code 
numbers are compared. If the correlation is large, 
the code number sent for the previous frame is 
directly used in the current frame. Hence, in 
addition to the result of space direction vector 
quantization in each frame, the data can also be 
compressed in the frame direction (time-axis), so 
moving picture data can be compressed at a higher 
compression ratio than that for still image VQ 
compre s s ion . 

In this embodiment, a feature amount correlation 
value is compared with a predetermined threshold 
value by the output section 66. However, the 
threshold value may be changed between frames on the 
basis of a certain function or the like. With this 
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construction, for example, by changing the threshold 
value in accordance with large motion in a moving 
picture, the compression ratio can be dynamically 
changed in accordance with the motion in the image. 

In the above embodiment, the code string of the 
previous frame is stored in the code string storage 
section 64. However, the code vector selected in the 
previous frame may be stored. In this case, the code 
vector in the previous frame before comparison with 
the code vector in the current frame by the feature 
amount correlation ratio calculation section 192 can 
be directly read out from the storage section. 

In the above embodiment, the feature amount of a 
code vector to be compared is obtained by calculation 
in the compression operation. However, each code 
vector and a feature amount corresponding to the code 
vector may be stored in the code book storage section 
62 in advance. In this case, feature amount 
calculation processing in the compression operation 
can be omitted, and the data compression processing 
speed can be increased. 
(18th Embodiment) 

The 18th embodiment of the present invention will 
be described next. In the 18th embodiment, the 
above-described 17th embodiment is further improved. 

In the 17th embodiment, the quality of a 
reconstructed image may degrade as the time elapses 
because data in the previous frame is directly used 
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when the correlation of the feature amount of a code 
vector is large. For example, for a certain 
macroblock, a state wherein the correlation value of 
the feature amount of the code vector slightly 
exceeds the threshold value continues across several 
frames, the image quality inevitably degrades. In 
addition, such situation can hardly be predicted. 

In this embodiment, to make such degradation in 
image quality unnot iceable , an. output section 66 in 
the data compressing system shown in Fig. 47 further 
has a "data updating" function of transmitting the 
data in the current frame independently of the 
correlation value of the feature amount. Whether the 
data is to be updated or which data portion in the 
frame is to be updated is determined by a feature 
amount correlation ratio calculation section 192. As 
the data updating method of this embodiment, the 
following three methods are available. 

As the first method, the code strings of all 
macroblocks, which are obtained by a code -book-scheme 
compression section 63 for frames, are output to a 
medium 67 as updated data, e.g., once for several 
frames regardless of whether the feature amount 
correlation value of a corresponding' code vector is 
larger than the threshold value. After updated data 
is output for a certain frame, space direction and 
time-axis direction compression are executed again 
using the updated data as a new key frame. With this 
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processing, even when the data in the previous frame 
is directly and continuously used, this state can 
always be broken by transmission of updated data, and 
degradation in image quality along with the elapse of 
time can be suppressed. 

In the first method, however, in a frame where 
the updated data is transmitted, only space direction 
vector quantization is executed by the 
code-book-scheme compression section 63, and 
time-axis direction compression is not executed on 
the basis of the magnitude of correlation value, so 
the transmission data amount is maximized 
(compression ratio of normal still image compression) 
To avoid this, in the second data updating method, 
instead of using all data in a frame as updated data, 
the data is updated in units of predetermined blocks. 

Fig. 48 shows illustrations for explaining the 
second data updating method. Figs. 48(a) to 48(d) 
show frames at times t to (t + 3) . Small blocks in 
each frame are macroblocks each formed from 4X4 
pixels. In this embodiment, the above-described data 
updating is performed using, as a unit, for example, 
a larger block 200 formed from macroblocks (two 
macroblocks in the vertical direction X three 
macroblocks in the horizontal direction in the 
example shown in Fig. 48), as indicated by the thick 
frame in Fig. 48. 

More specifically, in the frame at time t shown 
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in Fig. 48(a), in the block 200 at the upper left 
corner of the frame, the code string output from the 
code-book-scheme compression section 63 is output to 
the medium 67 without threshold value processing of 
the feature amount correlation value. On the other 
hand, in the region outside the block 200, threshold 
value processing of the feature amount correlation 
value is performed by the feature amount correlation 
ratio calculation section 192 and output section 66, 
and a code is output to the medium 67 for only a 
macroblock whose feature amount correlation value is 
smaller than the threshold value, as described in the 
17th embodiment. •■• 

In the next frame at time (t + l) shown in 
Fig- 48(b), the position of the block 200 for data 
updating is horizontally shifted by one block. in 
the shifted block 200, the code string output from 
the code-book-scheme compression section 63 is output 
to the medium 67 without threshold value processing 
of the feature amount correlation value. On the 
other hand, in the region outside the block 200, 
threshold value processing of the feature amount 
correlation value is performed, and a code is output 
to the medium 67 for only a macroblock whose feature 
amount correlation value is smaller than the 
threshold value. 

In a similar manner, processing is executed while 
shifting the position of the block 200, as shown in 
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Figs. 48(c) and 48(d). When the position of the 
block 200 reaches the lower right corner of the frame, 
processing is repeated after returning to the state 
shown in Fig. 48 (a) . 

When data update processing is sequentially 
performed using the block 200 formed from macroblocks 
as a unit, the state wherein the data in the previous 
frame is continuously used can be broken by 
transmitting updated data using the block 200 as a 
unit. Hence, degradation in image quality along with 
the elapse of time can be suppressed. In addition, 
in the region outside the block 200, since not only 
the space direction vector quantization but also 
time-axis direction compression is performed, a high 
compression ratio can be ensured. 

As the third method of data updating, the data is 
updated for macroblocks 201 discretely present in one 
frame, as indicated by the thick frame in Fig. 49, 
and the discrete positions of data updating are 
changed as the time elapses (every time processing 
shifts to the next frame). In the above-described 
second method, the difference in image quality may be 
perceivable between the block 200 for data updating 
and the region outside the block 200. However, the 
third method has an advantage that such difference 
becomes unno t i ceable . 

In the second and third methods of this 
embodiment, the block 200 or 201 for data updating is 
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prepared in units of frames. However, it may be 
prepared for each of several frames. 

Additionally, this embodiment has been described 
as an improvement of the 17th embodiment. However, 
the above-described data update processing can also 
be applied to the eighth embodiment. 
(19th Embodiment) 

Fig. 50 is a block diagram showing the 
construction of a vector quantizing device according 
to an embodiment of the present invention. Referring 
to Fig. 50, reference numeral 1101 denotes a template 
storage section for storing units of template vector 
data; and 1102, a similarity calculating section for 
calculating and outputting similarity which expresses 
as a numerical value, the degree of similarity 
between input vector data la and template vector data 
lb in the template storage section 1101. 

A maximum similarity search section 1103 
determines template vector data having the largest 
similarity to the input vector data la on the basis 
of similarity Id calculated by the similarity 
calculating section 1102 for the template vector data 
An address instructing section 1107 instructs a read 
address of template vector data in the template 
storage section 1101. This address instructing 
section 1107 outputs an address corresponding to the 
template vector data having the maximum similarity as 
the code number for the input vector data la. 
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In this embodiment, the following functional 
blocks are newly added to the vector quantizing 
device having the above construction: a feature 
amount storage section 1104, feature amount 
calculating section 1105, and calculation omission 
determining section 110 6.. 

The feature amount storage section 1104 stores 
the feature amount of each template vector data in 
the template storage section 1101. The feature 
amount calculating section 1105 calculates the 
feature amount of the input vector data. la. 

The calculation omission determining section 1106 
determines whether given template vector data is a 
search target and in other words whether the 
similarity between the given template vector data and. 
the input vector data need be calculated, using a 
feature amount le related to the template vector data 
read out from the feature amount storage section 1104, 
a feature amount If related to the input vector data, 
which is obtained by the feature amount calculating 
section 1105, and the similarity Id obtained by the 
similarity calculating section 1102 as needed. 

The calculation omission determining section 1106 
outputs a calculation omission determining signal Ig 
to the similarity calculating section 1102 and 
address instructing section 1107, thereby controlling 
whether similarity calculation is to be executed in 
units of template vector data. For example, when it 
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is determined that similarity calculation can be 
omitted for certain template vector data, the read of 
template vector data at that address is skipped, and 
similarity calculation is omitted. 

In this embodiment, according to the above 
construction, for example, the feature amount of 
input vector data and that of template vector data 
are compared before calculation of the similarity of 
the template vector data, and it is determined on the 
basis of the comparison result whether similarity 
calculation is to be executed for the template vector 
data. Thus, the amount of similarity calculation 
executed by the vector quantizing device can be 
decreased, and the amount of calculation necessary 
for search can be decreased. 

In the description of the above embodiment, 
operation of searching for template vector data 
having the maximum similarity, i.e., most similar to 
the input vector data is performed. For this purpose, 
the maximum similarity search section 1103 is 
provided. However, the present invention is not 
limited to searching template vector data having the 
maximum similarity and can also be applied to 
searching template vector data having similarity 
which becomes large to a degree that poses no 
practical problem. This can be easily implemented by 
modifying the operation of the maximum similarity 
search section 1103. 
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The feature amount related to template vector 
data, which is stored in the feature amount storage 
section 1104, may be obtained by calculation in 
advance before execution of search. Alternatively, 
when both calculation for determination by the 
calculation omission determining section 1106 and 
calculation of the feature amount of input vector 
data by the feature amount calculating section 1105 
can be executed in a smaller calculation amount as 
compared to similarity calculation, the total 
calculation amount can be reduced even when the 
feature amount is calculated in searching. 

Each portion of the vector quantizing device 
shown in Fig. 50 can be implemented by dedicated 
hardware or a computer which runs in accordance with 
a program for executing the above-described 
processing . 
(20th Embodiment) 

As the 20th embodiment, an construction in which 
the vector quantizing device shown in Fig. 50 is 
practiced in more detail may be employed, as in the 
above-described 12th embodiment (Figs. 28. and 29). 
More specifically, the vector quantizing device can 
have an construction which uses a Manhattan distance 
as a function for obtaining similarity that expresses 
as a numerical value whether two input vectors are 
similar, and the sum of elements of vector data as a 
feature amount. Its principle and procedures have 
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already been described above in detail, and a 
detailed description thereof will be omitted here. 
(21st Embodiment ) 

As the 21st embodiment, image data may be used as 
the input to the vector quantizing device of the 20th 
embodiment, and the vector quantizing device may be 
applied to an data compressing device, as in the 
above-described 13th embodiment (Figs. 30 and 31). 
This has already been described in detail, and a 
detailed description thereof will be omitted here. 
(22nd Embodiment) 

As the 22nd embodiment, when image data is used 
to the input to the vector quantizing device of the 
20th embodiment, a characteristic unique to the image 
can be used as the feature amount of vector data, as 
in the above -de s cribed 14th embodiment (Figs. 32 to 
37) . This has already been described in detail, and 
a detailed description thereof will be omitted here. 
(23rd Embodiment) 

The 23rd embodiment of the present invention will 
be described next. In the 23rd embodiment, a method 
of segmenting one vector data into several parts and 
decreasing the calculation amount related to search 
of template vector data using the feature amount of 
each segmented part will be described. 

Fig. 51 is a block diagram showing the 
construction of a vector quantizing device according 
to the 23rd embodiment. Fig. 51 explains a method in 
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which an image block formed from 4X4 pixels is used 
as 1 6-dimensional input vector data, this input 
vector data is segmented into four 4,-dimens ional 
vectors, the feature amount of each vector is 
calculated, and the similarity calculation amount is 
decreased using these feature amounts. Referring to 
Fig. 51, each vector data is visually expressed in 
the form of an image block. In the example shown in 
Fig. 51, the average value of elements of vector data 
is used as a feature amount. 

Referring to Fig. 51, an average value 
calculating section 1201 for each part segments input 
vector data dll into four parts (blocks each having 2 
X 2 pixels) and calculates the average value as the 
feature amount of each part. Four feature amounts 
are calculated from one input vector data dll and 
output as one feature amount vector data dl2 . Each 
of the four blocks visually expressed in the average 
value calculating section 1201 represents the feature 
amount in each of the four segmented regions. 

On the other hand, for template vector data 
stored in a template storage section 1202, a feature 
amount is obtained in units of four segmented regions 
according to the same procedure as that for the input 
vector data to generate one feature amount vector 
data in advance. Feature amount vector data similar 
to each other are put together into a set, and 
template vector data are stored for each set. 
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Additionally, each set is assigned a unique number. 
For example, a vertical column indicated by a frame 

1205 corresponds to one set. 
Furthermore, feature amount vector data 1206 that 

represents each set of template vector data is 
generated in units of sets and stored in the template 
storage section 1202. The feature amount vector data 

1206 representing each set will be referred to as 
template outline data" hereinafter. The template 

outline data 1206 is assigned the same number as that 
of the set. The template outline data .1206 and 
number are also stored in a template outline data 
storage section 1203. 

The feature amount vector data dl2 extracted from 
the input vector data dll is input to an outline 
determining section 1204 together with each template 
outline data dl3 from the template outline data 
storage section 1203. The outline determining 
section 1204 determines template outline data most 
similar to the feature amount vector data dl2 of the 
input vector data dll and outputs its number dl4. 
Thus, only template vector data of a set 
corresponding to the output number dl4 is read out 
from the template storage section 1202. 

A similarity calculating section 1207 executes 
similarity calculation while defining only the set of 
template vector data corresponding to the number dl4 
output from the outline determining section 1204 as 
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search targets. In the example shown in Fig. 51, 
number "4" is output from the outline determining 
section 1204, the similarity calculating section 1207 
executes similarity calculation for only template 
vector data of the set 1205 corresponding to that 
number. This decreases the calculation amount 
related to search of template vector data... 

In the above embodiment, the template outline 
data 1206 is stored in the template storage section 
1202 together. However, when the set of template 
vector data corresponding to the input number dl4 can 
be identified, the template outline data 1206 need 
not always be stored. 

In the above embodiment, the input vector data 
has a size of 4X4 pixels, and each segmented block, 
has a size of 2 X 2 pixels. However, these are 
merely examples and are not limited. 
(24th Embodiment) 

The 24th embodiment of the present invention will 
be described next. In the above embodiments, 
although the number of template vector data. as search 
targets can be reduced, all of them must be 
sequentially searched. To the contrary, in this 
embodiment, when a vector quantizing device is 
constructed by hardware, a mechanism for parallelly 
executing similarity calculation is used, thereby 
further increasing the calculation speed. 

Fig. 52 is an illustration showing the hardware 
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construction of a vector quantizing device according 
to this embodiment. Referring to Fig. 52, a template 
storage unit 1301 comprises memory sections 1002, 
1003,..., 1004 and therefore has two-dimensional 
storage areas in each of which units of template 
vector data are stored. When a portion of an address 
section 1001 is designated, units of template vector 
data stored in the row (horizontal line) represented 
by the address are parallelly read out from the 
memory sections 1002, 1003,..., 1004. 

In the template storage unit 1301, .the units of 
template vector data are stored in ascending order of 
feature amounts (e.g., the average values of elements 
of vector data) from the lower left corner to the 
upper right corner of the drawing. For example, the 
feature amount of template vector data stored in the 
second row (address 01) is larger than that of 

template vector data stored in the first row (address 
00) . 

Hence, units of template vector data having 
feature amounts relatively similar to each other are 
stored at the same row address. Template vector data 
having the same feature amount may be present across 
rows. A feature amount range storage unit 1302 
stores the range of feature amounts of template 
vector data stored in a single row.' 

A feature amount calculating unit 1303 obtains 
the feature amount (average value of elements of 
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vector data) of input vector data. A search start 
row determining unit/search row counter 1304 
determines the search range of template vector data 
for which similarity calculation should be done, on 
the basis of the feature amount of input vector data, 
which is calculated by the feature amount calculating 
unit 1303, and the feature amount range stored in the 
feature amount range storage unit 1302. 

More specifically, two vectors having approximate 
feature amounts tend to have large similarity (in 
other words, two vectors having disgimila'r feature 
amounts tend to have small similarity) . For this 
reason, when the range in the feature amount range 
storage unit 1302 to which the feature amount of the 
input vector data belongs is checked, which row in 
the template storage unit 1301 has template vector 
data having large similarity to the input vector data 
can be determined. Similarity calculation suffices 
for only that row. 

The search start row determining unit/search row 
counter 1304 determines, as a search range 1307, one 
or rows in which template vector data having a 
feature amount relatively similar to the feature 
amount of the input vector data is stored, on the 
basis of calculated feature amount of the input 
vector data and the feature amount range in the 
feature amount range storage unit 1302, and 
sequentially increments the value of the search row 
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counter from a search start row 1308. 

With this processing, template vector data in th 
row designated by the search row address are 
parallelly read out from the memory sections 1002, 
1003,..., 1004 and supplied to a similarity 
calculating unit 1305. The similarity calculating 
unit 1305 comprising similarity calculating/storage 
units 1005, 1006,..., 1007 in units of columns 
parallelly processes the units of template vector 
data read out from the memory sections 1002, 1003,.. 
1004 and specifies the maximum similarity in each 
column and the row address that gives it. 

Each of- the similarity calculating/storage units 

10 ° 5 ' 1006 1007 has, e.g., a construction shown 

in Fig. 53. Referring to Fig. 53, a similarity 
calculating unit 1401 sequentially calculates the 
similarity between the input vector data and each 
template vector data and stores the calculation 
results in a similarity temporary storage unit 1402 
(the similarity temporary storage unit 1402 need not 
always be provided). A comparator 1403 compares 
similarity from the similarity temporary storage unit 
1402 with the maximum similarity currently known, 
which is stored in a maximum similarity storage unit 
1404, and determines which is larger. 

If the similarity currently calculated and 
supplied from the similarity temporary storage unit 
1402 is larger, a content update control unit 1405 is 
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notified of it, and under its control, the contents 
of the maximum similarity storage unit 1404 are 
rewritten to the value of similarity currently 
calculated. Simultaneously, the content update 
control unit 1405 stores the search row address input 
from the search start row determining unit/search row 
counter 1304 at that time in a maximum similarity 
address storage unit 1406. 

Values stored in the maximum similarity storage 
unit 1404 and maximum similarity address storage unit 
1406 when similarity calculation between 'one input 
vector data I and all template vector data in the 
search range 1307 is ended are the similarity of 
template vector data most similar to the input vector 
data in each column of the search range 1307, and the 
row address that gives the similarity. These data 
are output to a maximum similarity template address 
specifying unit 1306 shown in Fig. 52. 

On the basis of the maximum similarity in each 
column, which is output from each of the similarity 
calculating/storage units 1005, 1006,..., 1007 for 
columns, and the row address that gives the 
similarity, the maximum similarity template address 
specifying unit 1306 specifies the address of 
template vector data having the maximum similarity in 
the entire template storage unit 1301 and outputs it 
as a code number. 

Fig. 54 is a flow chart showing the operation of 
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the vector quantizing device having the constructions 
shown in Figs. 52 and 53. Referring to Fig. 54, 
first, in step Sill, initialization processing is 
performed. In this case, contents stored in the 
similarity calculating unit 1401 and maximum 
similarity address storage unit 1406 provided in each 
of the similarity calculating/storage units 1005, 
1006,..., 1007 are cleared. 

In step S112, the feature amount of input vector 
data is calculated by the feature amount calculating 
unit 1303. In step S113, information in the feature 
amount range storage unit 1302 is referred to on the 
basis of the calculated feature amount of input 
vector data to specify a row in which template vector 
data having a feature amount most similar to the 
input vector data is stored. A predetermined offset 
is subtracted from the specified row, thereby 
determining the search start row 1308. 

In step S114, the determined search start row 
1308 is set in the search start row determining 
unit/search row counter 1304. The search row counter 
indicates the current search row (address) . In step 
S115, for units of template vector data stored in the 
row indicated by the search row counter, the 
similarity calculating/storage units 1005, 1006, 
1007 for columns parallelly calculate similarities, 
and update processing for the maximum similarity 
storage unit 1404 and maximum similarity address 



" • / 



- 146 - 



/47 



storage unit 1406 is appropriately executed in each 
column in accordance with the calculation result. 

In step S116 f it is determined whether the value 
of the search row counter still falls within the 
search range 1307. If YES in step S116, the flow 
advances to step S117 to increment the search row 
counter by one and then returns to step S115^ On the 
other hand, when the search row counter reaches a 
predetermined value and falls outside the search 
range 1307, search processing is ended. At this 
stage, the maximum similarity storage unit 1404 of 
each column stores the maximum similarity value in 
that column, and the maximum similarity address 
storage unit 1406 of each column stores the row 
address at which template vector data that gives the 
maximum similarity in that column. 

Finally, in step S118, the maximum similarity 
template address, specifying unit 1306 determines on 
the basis of the similarity stored in the maximum 
similarity storage unit 1404 of each column which 
column has template vector data having the largest 
similarity to the input vector data, and specifies 
the column address. The maximum similarity template 
address specifying unit 1306 also generates the 
ultimate address in combining the row address stored 
in the maximum similarity address storage unit 1406 
of the specified column. 

As described above, according to this embodiment, 
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since the range of search targets is narrowed down on 
the basis of the feature amounts extracted from 
vector data, the number of template vector data for 
which similarity calculation is to be done can be 
decreased, and the calculation time can be shortened. 
Also, in this embodiment, in constructing the vector 
quantizing device by hardware, a mechanism for 
parallelly processing similarity calculation is 
employed. Hence, the calculation time can be further 
shortened. 

When the search range is limited to some rows in 
the template storage unit 1301, as described above, 
template vector data having the maximum similarity to 
the input vector data cannot always be selected. 
However, since search is executed in the range with 
similar feature amounts, template vector data which 
is apparently similar without any problem is selected, 
and application without any practical problem is 
poss ible . 

(Other Embodiments) 

Each of the functional blocks and processing 
procedures described in the above embodiments can be 
constructed by hardware or by a microcomputer system 
formed from a CPU or MPU, and ROM and RAM, and its 
operation can be implemented in accordance with an 
operation program stored in the ROM or RAM. The 
present invention also incorporates a case wherein, 
to realize the function of each of the above 
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functional blocks, a software program for realizing 
the function is supplied to the RAM , and the 
functional block is made to operate in accordance 
with the program. 

In this case, the software program itself 
realizes the functions of the above-described 
embodiments, and the program itself and a means for 
supplying the program to the computer, and for 
example, a recording medium that stores the program 
constitute the present invention. As a recording 
medium which stores the program, not only the ROM or 
RAM but also, e.g., a floppy disk, a hard disk, an 
optical disk, an optical magnetic disk, a CD-ROM, a 
CD-I, a CD-R, a CD-RW, a DVD, a zip, a magnetic tape, 
or a nonvolatile memory card can be used. 

The functions of the above-described embodiments 
are realized not only when the computer executes the 
supplied program. Even when the functions of the 
above-described embodiments are realized by the 
program cooperating with the OS (Operating System) or 
another application software running on the computer, 
the program is incorporated in the embodiments of the 
present invention. 

The present invention also incorporates a case 
wherein the supplied program is stored in the memory 
of the function expansion board of "the computer or 
the function expansion unit connected to the computer 
and then the CPU of the function expansion board or 
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function expansion unit executes part or all of 
actual processing on the basis of instructions of the 
program to realize the functions of the 
above-described embodiments. 



Industrial Applicability 

The present invention is useful in realizing data 
compression at a high compression ratio in 
compressing image or voice data by vector 
quantization, and reconstructing high-quality data on 
the basis of the compressed data. 

The present invention is also useful in realizing 
a high-performance, versatile code book compatible to 
various images. 

The present invention is also useful in improving 
the processing speed in compression by vector 
quantization and image rearrangement by expansion. 

The present invention is also useful in 
decreasing the amount of calculation for expressing 
the similarity between template vector data and input 
vector data as a numerical value in executing vector 
quantization, and realizing high-speed vector 
quantization processing at low power consumption. 
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